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PREFACE 

BY THE 

LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER. 



I HAVE BEEN ASKED to prefix a fcw woids of com- 
mendation to this essay. The point which the author 
establishes, with a considerable amount of learning, 
may be new to some readers ; but the single reference 
to the 29th Canon (p. 28) is enough to indicate the 
mind of the Church of England upon the subject. 
The practice, however, has for so long a time fallen 
into desuetude, that it may be doubted if it can be 
revived. The last chapter of the treatise shows what 
benefits might be expected to follow from its revival ; 
and as the increasing seriousness with which young 
people engage in the rite of Confirmation is one of the 
most cheering religious signs of the age, there may be 
those among the Clergy who may be disposed, with 
the hope of strengthening this feeling, to restore in 
their Parishes this ancient and, if rightly used, profit- 
able institution. 

J. Manchester. 

Aug. 20, 1879. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The Rev. J. H. Blunt, in his excellent book 
entitled * Directorium Pastorale,' speaks as follows : 
* Much has been said about the difficulty of keeping 
a hold upon young people after they have been Con- 
firmed ; and Evening Schools and Bible Classes have 
been recommended for the purpose. These are very 
good in their way, and the latter are especially valu- 
able ; but they have no direct reference to Confirma- 
tion, or what they have bears rather on the time pre- 
ceding it than on that which follows. The most 
firm hold on the Confirmed is to be gained by a faith- 
ful adherence to the spirit of the Church of England, 
which makes Confirmation a preparation for the 
reception of the Holy Communion, and supposes the 
latter to be received as soon as the former has been 
administered' 

This throws us back on the question, * How are 
we to keep a hold on our young Communicants?' 
The answer to this question is again to be found in 
the words of Mr. Blunt, — * by a faithful adherence to 
the spirit of the Church of England.' How to retain 
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in after-life those who have been Confirmed by 
the Holy Ghost, and have approached our Blessed 
Saviour in Holy Communion, is a matter of the utmost 
importance, and one of most serious interest to all 
engaged in Parochial work. We know too well, by 
oft-repeated experience, that Bible Classes, Night 
Schools, and whatever else has been hitherto tried, 
have failed to accomplish the object above mentioned, 
in the way and to the extent we could wish. Every 
Confirmation that is held largely increases the 
number of the Confirmed, and for a season makes a 
visible increase in the number of Communicants ; but 
by the time that another Confirmation comes round, 
the former accession of Communicants which glad- 
dened our hearts has been somehow dissipated and 
lost And this melancholy process is being con- 
tinually repeated in every Parish. At first we may be 
encouraged to hope for better results, but again and 
again we are only met by disappointment and failure. 
And one of the most painful features in this 
constantly recurring disaster is that no one can 
exactly state what ought to have been done which 
has not been done ; why or how it is that our just and 
reasonable expectations have not been fulfilled We 
not only suffer these losses to the great peril of 
thousands of souls, but we seem also to be unable to 
discover where the lost ones are to be found, and by 
what means they are to be recovered 

And yet the Church of England possesses a special 
agency to meet this urgent need Amidst all the 
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schemes which have been started of late years to 
keep a hold upon the children of the Church, her own 
plan seems to have been overlooked and forgotten. 
It will be found, on examination, that in the appoint- 
ment of Godparents at Confirmation the Church has 
provided a most valuable safeguard and protection for 
our younger Communicants. It is only requisite to 
resuscitate and recover this part of the Church's 
system, and we shall have the means of bringing the 
whole body of the fisiithful under direct spiritual 
supervision. By choosing Godparents from amongst 
the elder Communicants, and by allotting to each of 
them five or six of the newly Confirmed, we shall 
at once have an agency by which the Clergy may be 
kept informed of any symptoms of lapse from former 
stedfastness, thus affording them an opportunity of 
giving suitable advice in each individual case at the 
very time it is required. An institution of such a 
nature has a manifest claim on our most earnest con- 
sideration It possesses great advantage in having 
long-established Church authority for its foundation ; 
and the writer believes that it may be made of very 
material aid in shielding the unwary from peril, and 
in encouraging all to greater watchfulness and per- 
severance in the Christian warfare. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF GODPARENTS IN GENERAL. THE ANTIQUITY OF 
THEIR OFFICE ; THEIR SEVERAL TITLES ; THEIR 
REGISTRATION. 

The special object of this Treatise is to unfold the 
benefits to be derived from placing Godparents over 
the Confirmed. It may be well, however, in this first 
chapter to make some remarks upon the subject of 
Godparents in general ; for the more the office is 
explained and understood, the more highly will its 
importance and usefulness be appreciated. 

The first point to which we propose to direct our 
attention, is the antiquity of the office. 

If it be conceded that — 

Time consecrates, 
And what is gray with age becomes religion — 

the institution which we are now considering will 
easily make good its claim to a high religious regard 
and veneration. TertuUian, who lived at the end of 
the second and beginning of the third century, is the 
earliest writer who makes mention of Godparents as 

B 



2 Godparents at Confirmation. 

being employed in the Christian Church. In treating 
on Baptism, he refers to the Godparents,' and to the 
promises which they were accustomed to make ; and 
he alludes to them in a way which indicates that the 
custom of having them was at that time the well- 
known practice of the Church. And, since this usage 
had become established in the time of Tertullian, it 
must necessarily have had its rise at some period very 
close to the Apostolic age. 

But there is even some ground for supposing that 
the institution of Godparents in Baptism had its 
sanction from the Apostles themselves. We know 
that they must have been familiar with Sponsorship at 
yewish Baptisms, and, therefore, it is not at all impos- 
sible that they may have instituted a like relationship 
in connection with the Christian rite. With respect 
to the customs of the Jewish Church, Dr. Wall, a 
very learned author, shows that the Jews had not only 
circumcision as an initiatory rite into the privileges of 
their religion, but also that, in the case of Proselytes, 
they used Baptism.^ Adults were baptized on their 
own promise to keep the law of Moses. But in the 
case of Infants (and herein is the point to which we 
would draw attention) there was an intervention of 
Sponsors, — their Baptism being allowed only on a 
profession made in their behalf by the persons who 
presented them. These persons might be the 
parents ; but, in their default, three Jews were re- 
quired to come forward and undertake a religious 
responsibility towards the child who was to be 
admitted into God's Covenants The reason assigned 
by the Jewo for the Baptism of Infants, as well as 

* TertuUian's Treatise On Baptism, chap. xviiL 
« Sec Wall's History of Infant Baptism, 
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Adults, is one that equally holds good for our own 
like usage in the Christian Church, viz., that one 
may rightly * privilege a person, though he be inca- 
pable of knowing it ; but one ought not to disprivilege 
a person without his knowledge.' We are here con- 
cerned, however, only with Sponsorship. With re- 
spect to this institution, it must be regarded as a 
very remarkable circumstance that the Jewish custom 
should be so close an approximation to our own. 
The similarity may well give rise to the supposition 
that our use of Godparents was in the first instance 
a development, or rather a continuation, on the part 
of the early Church, of the practice which had been 
already adopted under the older Dispensation. 

We will now proceed to consider the several 
names and titles by which Godparents have been 
designated. This will assist us in determining what 
are the essential duties and responsibilities attached 
to the office. 

(i) Godfathers and Godmothers, — This is their 
most frequent and most common appellation. They 
are so called on account of the spiritual affinity which 
is created, and the almost parental responsibility 
which is undertaken. They are Fathers and Mothers 
in all that relates to the training of the young in the 
faith and fear of God, and therefore are rightly named 
Godfathers and Godmothers. Their duty is to see 
that those to whom they stand in such relationship 
receive due religious instruction, and to exercise over 
them a good moral and spiritual influence. Also, so 
far as there may be any need, and so far as opportu- 
nity may be afforded, they are expected in other 
ways to extend to their Godchildren that fostering 
care and protection which children are accui&to^ssN^ 

B 2 
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to re<:<;ive from Parents and Guardians. It is evident 
tJiat tiiesc are to be considered as the plain and mani- 
febt duties of OodfKirents, both from Uieir very name, 
and also from the Exhortation addressed to them at 
the time of their a[)[)ointment That in our present 
Prayer Hook is well known. An older form used in 
England was to like effect, and ran as follows : — 
' Godfathers and Godmothers of this child, we charge 
you, that you charge the Father and Mother to keep 
it from fire and water, and other perils, to the age of 
seven years ; and that you teach, or see it to be 
taught .... according to the Law of Holy Church; 
and with convenient speed to be Confirmed of my 
Lord of the Diocese or his Deputy.' 

(2) Sureties, — Godparents have this name because 
they afford to the Church a security, and are pledges 
to her, that the children placed under their care 
*• shall be virtuously brought up to lead a godly and 
a Christian life.' 

(3) Witnesses, — As Godparents are Sureties to 
the Church, so they are Witnesses to the Godchildren 
themselves. This is the name given to them in the 
Office for the Baptism of Adults, and also in the 
Rubric which orders that there shall be a Godpxarent 
for each person confirmed. At first sight it may 
seem strange and superfluous that persons who hav^ 
been Baptized as Adults, or, having come to years of 
discretion, have been Confirmed, should afterwards 
need Godparents to be Witnesses to them of events 
which must have been so deeply impressed on their 
own minds and memories. And strange indeed this 
may be, but superfluous it is not, as is too conclusively 
proved by the experience of all ages. The duty of 
Godparents, in the capacity of Witnesses, is to testify. 



Titles of Godparents. 5 

as often as occasion shall require, what are the solemn 
responsibilities and obligations under which their 
Godchildren have been placed. The promises and 
resolutions made in Baptism and Confirmation are so 
solemn and important, that it has been thought well 
to have them kept in remembrance by these con- 
tinual and standing Witnesses. Whensoever young 
people are found to be going astray, or in any way 
to be falling short of their Christian profession, their 
Godparents are to come forward and to bear witness 
concerning that which was done, at the first, in their 
name, and afterwards, in their own persons, in the pre- 
sence of God and of the congregation of His people. 

(4) Sponsors. — ^This is a fourth title of Godparents, 
but is only applicable to such as enter into that rela- 
tionship at the Baptism of Infants. They have this 
name because they respond or answer for the Baptized, 
who by reason of their tender age cannot answer for 
themselves. In the case of Adults who are brought to 
Baptism, and also with respect to the Confirmed, it 
has been considered expedient by the Church that 
there should be an appointment of Godparents, but 
only to act as spiritual guardians. These Godparents 
are not Sponsors, because their Godchildren are of the 
years of discretion, and are therefore able to answer 
for themselves, accoiding to the sentence of the 
Gospel, * He is of age ; ask him : he shall speak for 
himself.' 

It is in the character of Sponsors, and in that char- 
acter only, that opposition has ever been raised to the 
institution of Godparents. The ignorant have some- 
times imagined that Sponsors take upon themselves 
the sins of the Baptized, — an error which cannot be 
too speedily banished from our midst* ^^^^t^jskks* 
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simply make on behalf of children the promises of 
repentance, faith and obedience. But even at this 
some Dissenters have been known to cavil. Such 
objections, however, must evidently arise from a mis- 
apprehension on the subject By common consent, 
all Christian people alike are bound by these rules ; 
and it must be highly expedient that the universally- 
acknowledged obligations of the Christian Religion 
should be duly impressed on the mind and soul. In 
order to accomplish this result, the Church has turned 
the duties of the Christian life into the form of explicit 
and positive promises; and thus no one can be in 
any doubt as to the conditions on which he has 
received the privileges of Baptism, no one can affect 
ignorance as to the kind of life which is required of 
him by Almighty God. These promises at Baptism 
are therefore made for the instruction and guidance 
of the child's future life. Accordingly, when Baptism 
is ministered privately, through sickness, no such 
promises are required. Because if the child die in 
infancy, although he stood in need of the Sacrament 
of Baptism, yet the active duties of the Christian life 
are beyond his power of fulfilment. If, however, a 
child who has been thus privately Baptized, shall 
recover and have his life prolonged, he is afterwards 
brought to Church, and the promises are then duly 
made in his name, so that when he comes of age he 
may know of a certainty what his Baptism has bound 
him to believe and to do. This matter is further 
explained by Dr. Wall, in the following passage : — 
* The Godfather does not promise in the child's stead, 
so as that the Godfather's performance of those pro- 
fessions should be instead of the child's performance 
of them. But the Godfather professes in the child's 
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stead, so as to declare the obligation of the child to 
perform, and does in his name own that obligation, 
and make the promise : and in this sense the ancients 
affirm it The Godfather expresses those things that 
are the child's part, to the intent it may more fully be 
declared that the benefits of Baptism are conveyed to 
the child not absolutely, but on condition that if he 
live, he do perform his part of the covenant As if a 
great benefactor will settle a large estate of inheritance 
on a child, upon condition that he pay a small quit- 
rent in acknowledgment — this is so beneficial to the 
child, that there ought to be no doubt of his accept- 
ance. The contract is therefore made in the child's 
name ; and because he is not of age, his guardian seals 
it in his stead.' The Church of England has made it 
clear that this is the sense in which Sponsors are 
understood to make their profession, by the particular 
form in which she has framed the questions in the 
Baptismal Service. The first question is, * Dost thou 
in the name of this ^>^/7r/ renounce,' &c. — the renuncia- 
tion is to be on behalf and in the name of the child, 
not in the Sponsor's own name. A subsequent ques- 
tion, respecting the desire for Baptism, proves the point 
still more conclusively, viz., * Wilt thou be baptized 
in this faith ? ' to which the Sponsors answer, * That 
is my desire.' Here it is evident that they are speak- 
ing for and on behalf of the child, since it is the 
child who is about to be baptized and not the Sponsors. 
So again the address to the Godparents begins, * Foras- 
much as this child hath promised by you his Sureties,* 
&c., — the promises made having been those of the 
child and not of the Sponsors. When Sponsorship is 
thus rightly understood, it is difficult to see anything 
in it to which objection can be taken on any ^ovsjad 
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or even scruple of Religion. The Church of England 
possesses herein an institution founded upon sound 
reason, and bequeathed to her from the primitive and 
purest ages of the Christian Church. It is wiser and 
better for us in this matter to turn a deaf ear to 
cavillers, and to listen to the voice of the Church from 
the very beginning. Far safer is it to follow such an 
one as St Augustine, who lived in the Fourth and 
Fifth Centuries, and 'whose fame,' as the historian 
says, ' filled the whole Christian world.' And if we 
care to be guided by this great Father, we shall find 
that he has not only explained, illustrated and de- 
fended this institution of the Church, but that he has 
even affirmed that the answers made by Sponsors are 
a necessary part in the ministration of the Sacrament 
of Baptism — that they are * verba Sacramentorum, sine 
quibus parvulus consecrari non potest,* — words of the 
Sacrament without which an infant cannot be bap- 
tized* 

(5) Gossips. — ^This is a fifth title of Godparents. 
It is not, however, used in the English Prayer Book, 
and is only to be found in old writers. It is said to 
be still in common use in Ireland, and it may also be 
sometimes heard in the country districts of England. 
Shakespeare uses the word in his * Henry the Eighth,' 
in connection with the christening of the Princess 
Elizabeth. He makes the King address the God- 
parents and thank them for their gifts as follows: — * 

My noble Gossips, ye have been too prodigal : 
I thank ye heartily ; so shall this lady, 
When she has so much English. 

* Gossip ' is compounded of God and Sib, the latter 

» See Wall's History of Infant Baptism^ i. p. 273. 
* * King Henry VIII.,* act v. scene 4. 
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being an old Anglo-Saxon word meaning Akin. It 
therefore signifies a God-relative, and so came to be 
used as synonymous with Godparent. 

Although Gossip is now almost obsolete as applied 
to Godparents, it need hardly be mentioned that the 
word still lingers amongst us, but with a considerable 
deviation from its original meaning. Archbishop 
Trench, in his * English Past and Present,' has traced 
the history of the word, and has shewn how the 
change of meaning has been gradually effected. It 
came about in the following way. At some period of 
the Church's History, it was noticed that there were 
persons very fond of Christenings, or rather of the 
entertainments which are usually given after the 
ministration of the rite. They were known to be 
willing and ready at any time to undertake the office 
of Gossip or Godparent, in order that they might 
secure an invitation to the Christening feast, and en- 
joy the idle tittle-tattle customary on such occasions. 
Hence the word Gossip began to be applied to 
anyone given to frivolous conversation, although he 
might not indulge the propensity in connection with a 
spiritual office. And in course of time this new use 
of the word has caused its original meaning to be 
almost entirely displaced and forgotten. 

We have now considered the antiquity of the 
office of Godparents, and the several titles by which 
they have been known and recognised. The relation- 
ship, as undertaken at the Baptism of Infants, is one 
with which all members of the Church are perfectly 
familiar. It is the object of this Treatise to show that 
a new relationship of the same kind has been ordered 
by the Church with respect to the Confirmed ; and 
that herein we have one of the Church's appoitvteii 
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means for retaining her younger members within the 
fold. 

Before proceeding to our special topic, it may be 
asked whether the office of Godparent has been 
proved to be of practical utility, from our experience 
of it in the Baptism of Infants. In reply to this 
question, we may confidently say that, on the whole, 
great benefits are conferred by this ancient institution 
of the Church. There are cases now and again, 
in which the strength of the relationship is put to a 
plain and severe test, viz., when through orphanage 
or other circumstances, a young child suddenly stands 
in need of a protector. At such time Godparents 
have often been found to come forward and perform a 
very valuable service, they being induced to do so 
primarily through the obligations contracted at the 
Baptism of the child. The relationship is also very 
beneficial even when children are already duly cared 
for, and, in consequence, require no active assistance, 
either spiritual or temporal, on the part of their 
Godparents. In such cases, the connection thus 
formed has a tendency to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship between individuals and families, that 
friendship being formed and cemented by the holiest 
of all ties, namely, that of religion. 

We ought, however, to remark that the success 
of the institution of Godparents, whether at Baptism 
or Confirmation, must in some measure depend 
upon the efforts put forth to make this part of the 
Church's system rightly understood and really opera- 
tive for good. With respect to those appointed 
at Baptism, it may often be observed that no care is 
taken concerning them, beyond requiring that the 
answers in the Service be duly made by one or more 
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of their Jnumber. There is one simple arrangement 
by which some improvement might be easily effected. 
There was a custom in the ancient Church of regis- 
tering the names not only of the Baptized, but also of 
the Sponsors. Bingham, in speaking of the Council 
of Trent (book xL chap. viiL sec. 13) says, * There 
is one thing ordered by that Council which was 
anciently of good use, though not for the purpose for 
which they appointed it : that is, that not only the 
names of the Baptized, but also the names of the 
Sponsors, should be registered in the books of the 
Church. The Council of Trent orders it only that 
men might know what persons were forbidden to 
marry by this spiritual relation. But anciently it had 
a much better use, that the Church might know who 
were Sponsors, and that they might be put in mind of 
their duty, by being entered upon record^ which was a 
standing memorial of their obligations.' 

When Dr. Cosin was Rector of Brancepeth, in the 
Diocese of Durham (the Diocese of which he was 
afterwards made Bishop), he, in all cases, registered 
the names of Sponsors, often giving particulars as to 
relationship, &c. Parochial Registers at that time 
were usually kept in Latin. The following record of 
the Baptism of one of Dr. Cosin's sons shews the 
form which he adopted: — 

'Die Dominico ad Matutinas, Junii XIIII. a.d. 
MDCXXIX. 

Richard Gulielmus James, Clericus Canonic, et 

Cosin Prebendarius Ecclise {Ecclesta) Cathlis 

DE {Cathedralis) Dunelm. (qui & isto die 

Branspeth. conciouabatur in Ecclia de Branspeth) 

rite et publice baptizavit IrdE&ss^^^:^^ 
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natum sexto die Junii hora octava ante meridiem ex 
Conjugibus Johanne Cosin Rectore hujus Ecclise 
et Francisci illius sponsa cui impositum est nomen 
Richard 

AuGUSTiNUS LiNDSELL, Sacrse Theo- 

logise Doctor, Decanus Lichfeldensis 

et Canonic Major Eccliae Cath. 

Dunelm. 
Antonius Maxion, Cleric Rector de 

Middleton in Teasdale & Wolsing- 

ham hujus Dioc. 
Francisca uxor ToBiiE Blakiston 

generosi, de Newton juxta Dunelm. 

et fratris pdcse (J>redu:ta) Francisco 

Cosin/ 1 



Patrini 
fuerunt 



Our Baptismal Registers are now regulated by 
Act of Parliament, viz., 52 Geo. III. c 146, which 
recites that the manner and form of keeping and of 



Cosin 

OF 

Branspeth. 



* On Sunday, June 14th, 1629, at Morning Prayers. 

Richard William James, Clerk, Canon and Prebendary 

of the Cathedral Church of Durham (who also 

on that day was preaching in the Church of 

Branspeth), duly and publicly baptized an Infant 

bom on the sixth day of June at 8 A.M., offspring 

of the marriage of John Cosin, Rector of this Church, with 

Frances, his wife, to whom was given the name Richard. 

Augustine Lindsell, D.D., Dean of Lich- 
field and Canon Major of the Cathedral 
Church of Durham. 
Anthony Maxion, Clerk, Rector of Middle- 
ton in Teasdale and of Wolsingham, in this 
Diocese. 
Frances, wife of Tobias Blakiston, Gentle- 
man, of Newton, near Durham, and brother 
L of the aforenamed Frances Cosin. 



The 
Godparents 
were — 
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preserving Registers of Baptism would facilitate the 
proof of pedigrees of persons claiming to be entitled 
to estates, and be otherwise of public benefit and 
advantage. The particulars which are required to be 
registered by this Act are the names of the child and 
his parents, the father's abode and trade, and the 
name of the officiating Minister. If we had our 
Register Books interleaved, we might also have con- 
venient spaces opposite the record of each baptism 
for the names and addresses of the Sponsors, accord- 
ing to the ancient usage of the Church. In the end, 
there would be a full compensation for the trouble 
involved in carrying out such additional registration. 
One advantage would be that the Registers would 
become more useful and interesting as family records. 
Also, which is more important. Sponsors would begin 
to take a higher and more correct view of their office 
and obligations, when they perceived that some degree 
of care was exercised concerning their appointment 
and registration. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE GODPARENT AT CONFIRMATION, NOT ONE OF 
THE BAPTISMAL SPONSORS, BUT A NEW APPOINT- 
MENT. 

By the above heading it is not meant that a Baptis- 
mal Sponsor is positively excluded, by any rule of 
the English Church, from subsequently becoming the 
Confirmation Godparent ; but simply that whoever 
accepts the latter office undertakes a new duty and 
responsibility, quite independent of any previous 
obligations which may have been contracted at the 
child's Baptism. 

There is a common, but mistaken notion, that the 
rubric which requires everyone confirmed to have a 
Godfather or Godmother, merely means that one of the 
former Baptismal Sponsors shall attend and witness * 
the ceremony of the child's Confirmation. At Baptism, 
all the Sponsors are bidden to take care that the child 
be brought to the Bishop to be Confirmed after due 
preparation ; and it is suggested that the duty which 
lies upon them all, is afterwards reduced by the rubric 
in question, and that it is accounted sufficient if only 
one of the Sponsors shall see that the child is duly 

* The words of the rubric are, * Every one shall have a God- 
fether, or a Godmother, as a Witness of their Confirmation,' 
For the true meaning of the word ' Witness ' see pp. 4 and 26. 
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confirmed. It is evident that all the benefit which 
-might accrue from the appointment of a Godparent at 
Confirmation is hereby frustrated. Instead of the 
Godparent contracting any obligation, he is supposed 
to be present at the child's Confirmation simply to 
bring his duties to a close, and to notify, as it were, 
that henceforth he is not to be regarded as responsible 
for the guidance of the child in holy living. Such an 
interpretation of the rubric must have been invented 
by persons unacquainted with the subject We shall 
find that it has not the smallest particle of evidence 
or authority on which to rest, and that it is in fact an 
entire misconception. 

There are two arguments which go to prove that 
the Godparent at Confirmation is not one of the for- 
mer Baptismal Sponsors, but a new appointment ; viz., 
first, the usage of the Church at the time that the 
rubric in question was fi*amed ; and, secondly, the 
subsequent general consent of Commentators on the 
Liturgy. 

(i) The rubric which requires a Godparent at Con- 
firmation is not only in our present Prayer Book, but 
also, in some form or other, in each previous edition, 
up to the Reformation. As is well known, many things 
were discarded at that time by the English Church, 
but she wisely determined to retain this institution 
in continuance of the practice which had long pre- 
vailed in the Church. And it cannot be said that this 
custom remained undisturbed through inadvertence, 
as it is evident that all the forms and ceremonies 
relating to Confirmation were fully considered, and 
were either continued or not, as seemed to be most 
expedient Several things, which had been observed 
aforetime, were deemed to be unnecessary, and were 
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therefore omitted from the new Service Books, but no 
such judgment was passed on the appointment of a 
Godparent, since this constituted an advantageous and 
proper safeguard for the young at an important epoch 
in their religious career. In the notes on the 
Common Prayer, attributed to Bishop Overall,* it is 
stated that there were, before the Reformation, four 
special observances at Confirmation, viz. : (i) Chrism, 
/>., anointing the candidate with oil, in allusion to the 
spiritual strength conferred. (2) Marking the forehead 
with the sign of the Cross, in token of not being 
ashamed of Christ crucified. (3) A blow given by 
the Bishop on the cheek of the candidate, to signify 
that he was under obligation to suffer hardship and 
persecution for the sake of religion. (4) The ap- 
pointment of Godparents to watch over the con- 
firmed. Bishop Overall says that the three ceremonies 
first mentioned ceased to be observed in the English 
Church at the Reformation, and that only the fourth 
custom was continued, that is, the appointment of 
* Gossips,' as he calls them, or Godparents. He con- 
cludes in these words, ' The custom still prevails with 
us, that such as are confirmed should have witnesses 
and undertakers for them, as well as those which are 
baptized among us.' 

It is clear then, that Godparents at Confirmation 
are appointed in the Church of England, in accord- 

* Notes, supposed to have been made by Bishop Overall ; 
and quoted in the Additional Notes on the book of Common 
Prayer, compiled by Dr. Nichols, page 58. Bishop Overall was 
bom in 1559, and became successively Regius Professor of 
Divinity at Cambridge, Dean of St. Paul's, Bishop of LichBeld 
and Coventry, and finally Bishop of Norwich. The latter part 
of the Church Catechism is attributed to his pen. 
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ance with the usage which prevailed prior to the 
Reformation. And therefore in whatever sense there 
was a Godparent in the earlier period, in that same 
sense one is required now by our present rubric. 
Consequently the enquiry devolves upon us whether, 
in the earlier ages of the Church, the appointment of 
a Godparent at Confirmation merely referred to the 
presence of one of the Baptismal Sponsors. This is a 
point which happily can be placed beyond any doubt, 
for so fer from the Godparents on the two occasions 
being identical, the Baptismal Sponsors were even 
disqualified from standing again in the like office at 
Confirmation, — ^this disqualification being only relaxed 
under special and urgent circumstances. In proof of 
this, abundant testimony will be given in a future 
chapter * treating on the practice in this matter of the 
Western Church generally. Two instances may here 
be adduced, shewing that, prior to the Reformation, 
the custom of appointing a new Godparent at Con- 
firmation was not only ordered in the Service Books, 
but was also not unknown in actual practice. The 
occasions referred to are the Confirmation of Queen 
Elizabeth and of Edward VI., the particulars of which 
are given at some length in Hall's record of that 
period, entitled, 'The Union of the two noble and 
illustrious families of Lancaster and Yorke.' The 
privilege was accorded to each of these Royal 
children of being baptized and confirmed on the same 
day. Under these circumstances, one might have 
imagined that the three Sponsors of Baptism would 
have been accounted sufficient sureties ; and yet it 
will be noticed that the rule of the Church respecting 

* Chapter V. 
C 
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a new Godparent was strictly complied with, Elizabeth 
having an additional Godmother and Edward a new 
Godfather. 

The following is Hall's * quaint description of the 
ceremonies used at the ministration of the rites : — 

* Christening and Confirmation of 
* Queen Elizabeth, 
*A.D. 1534. 

* The XXV. yere of Kyng Henry the VHI., the vii. 
day of September, beyng Sondaie, betwene thre and 
foure of the Clocke at after noone, the Queue was 
delivered of a faire Lady, . . & for the Queues 
good deliveraunce Te Deum was song . . & great 
preparacion was made for the christenyng : and the 
Maior and his brethren, and xL of the chief of the 
citezens were commaunded to bee at the Christenyng, 
the Wednesdoaie folowyng, upon which daie the 
Maior Sir Stephen Pecocke in a goune of crimosin 
velvet, and all the Aldermen in scarlet, with collers 
and cheines, and all the Counsaill of the Citee with 
them, tooke their barge after diner, at one of the 
clocke, . . . and so rowed to Greenwiche. . . The 
fount was of silver, & stood in the middes of the 
Church, three steppes high. . . The old Duches of 
Norfolke bare the childe in a mantell of purple 

* ' Union of the two noble and illustrious families of 
Lancaster and Yorke,* by Edward Hall, Fellow of King's 
College, Cambridge, and Barrister at Law. The first edition 
was published in 1542. After the author's death, the work was 
reprinted (some additions being made from his papers) in 1548 
and 1550. The extracts given above are taken from the last- 
named edition. 
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velvet, with a long train furred with ermine. . . 
When the child* was come to the Church dore, the 
Bishop of London met it with diverse Bishoppes and 
Abbots mitred, and began the observaunces of the 
Sacrament The Godfather was the Lorde Arche- 
bishop of Cantorbury : the Godmothers were the 
old Duches of Norfolke, and the olde Marchiones of 
Dorset, widowes, and the childe was named Elizabeth: 
and after that al thyng was done at the Church dore 
the childe was brought to the fount, and christened, 
and this done the Garter Chief Kyng of Armes cried 
a loude, God of His infinite goodnes send prosperous 
lyfe and long to the high and mightie Princes of 
England Elizabeth : and then the trumpettes blewe, 
then the childe was brought up to the Aultar, and the 
Gospell saied over it : and after that immediatly the 
Archebishop of Cantorbury confirmed it, the Mar- 
chiones of Excester beyng Godmother. Then the 
Archebishop of Cantorbury gave to the Princes a 
standyng cup of gold: the Duches of Norfolke gave 
to her a standyng cuppe of gold, fretted with pearler 
the Marchiones of Dorset gave thre gilt boulles, 
pounced with a cover : and the Marchiones of Ex- 
cester gave thre standing bolles graven all gilt with 
a cover. Then was brought in wafers, comfettes 
and ypocras in suche plentie that every man had as 
much as he would desire. Then they set forwardes, 
the trumpettes goyng before, in the same ordre to- 
warde the Kynges place, as they did when they came 
thether warde, savyng that the giftes that the God- 
father & the Godmothers gave were borne before 
the child by foure persones. . . And all the one side 
as they went was full of stafie torches to the nomber 
of five hundred borne by the garde and other of the 

c 2 
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kynges servauntes. . . And in this ordre thei brought 
the princes to the Quenes chamber, & the Maior 
and the Aldermen taried there a while, and at the last 
the Dukes of Norffolke and Suffolke came out from 
the Kyng, thankyng them hartely, & said the Kyng 
commaunded them to geve them thanks in his name : 
and from thence thei were had to the seller to drynke, 
and so went to their Barges.' 

* The Sponsors at Baptism, therefore, for Queen 
Elizabeth, as stated above, were the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Duchess of Norfolk, the Marchioness 
of Dorset And her Godparent at Confirmation was 
the Marchioness of Exeter. 

* Christening and Confirmation of 
* Edward VI. 
*A.D. 1537. 

* In Octobre on Saynct Edwardes even was borne 
at Hampton Court the noble Impe * Prince Edward, 
whose Godfathers at y Christening were the Arche- 
bishop of Cantorburie and the Duke of Norffolke and 
hys Godmother the Ladye Mary the Kynges Dough- 
ter, and at the Byshopyng was Godfather the Duke of 
Suffolke. At the byrth of this Noble Prince was 
great fyres made through the whole realme and great 
joye made with thankesgeving to Almightie God 
whiche had sent so Noble a prince to succede in the 
Croune of this realme.' 

Here again a new Godparent was appointed at 
Confirmation. The Baptismal Sponsors being — The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Duke of Norfolk, the 

* * Impe,' an old word for boy. 
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Princess Mary. And the Godfather at Confirmation, 
or * Byshopyng/ as it is termed above, being the Duke 
of Suffolk. 

(2) There is a second argument in proof of the 
proposition set forth in this chapter. And when it 
is taken in conjunction with that which has just 
preceded, one would imagine that the matter must 
be put beyond all doubt All writers on the Liturgy 
agree in representing the Godparent at Confirmation 
as a person newly appointed, whose duties are to be 
commenced only when the active functions of the 
Baptismal Sponsors have ceased. The proof of this 
statement will appear when, in the next chapter, we 
give the several testimonies of Liturgical Commenta- 
tors. The opposite theory, viz., that the Godparent 
at Confirmation is one of the former Baptismal 
Sponsors, is not even suggested by any who have 
studied the history and meaning of the rubric in 
question. 

There are, however, a few writers to be found who 
have regretted the retention of this provision of the 
Church. And perhaps the strongest proof that the 
Godparent at Confirmation is a new appointment, may 
be gathered from the nature of these adverse criticisms. 
It would appear that the only objection which has 
been raised against the institution is the trouble which 
would be required in seeking out suitable persons for 
the office. If, however, these objectors could have 
explained the rubric as merely signifying that one of 
the Baptismal Sponsors ought to be present at the 
subsequent Confirmation of the child, then this labour 
difficulty would at once have been entirely overcome, 
and there would have remained no further ground of 
complaint. But, of course, it would hav^ b^^^ 
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impossible for any well-informed writer to have 
committed himself to such an interpretation of the 
rubric 

Two objectors of this kind may here be mentioned, 
viz., Dr. Nichols and Mr. Shepherd. 

Dr. Nichols * fell into the strange mistake of sup- 
posing that the Godparent at Confirmation was one 
of the institutions abolished in the English Church at 
the Reformation. For this careless inaccuracy he 
was afterwards reproved by Wheatley, in a passage 
quoted hereafter.^ He appears to have been led into 
this error through the rubric on the subject not being 
placed after the Office for Confirmation, as might have 
been expected, but at the end of the Catechism. He 
thus inadvertently overlooked it And having, as was 
natural, a great regard for all that had been done by 
the Compilers of the Prayer Book, he supposed that 
for some good and sufficient reason they must have 
altogether eliminated this institution from the Church. 
He therefore came to the conclusion that * our wise 
Reformers, because there was not the like reason for 
such Godparents as there was before the Reformation, 
and because it gave the parents an unnecessary 
trouble in procuring them, have laid that usage aside.' 
Dr. Nichols, however, well understood that God- 
parents at Confirmation were not the old Sponsors, 
and this is the only point with which we are at 
present concerned. This is clearly to be inferred 

' William Nichols, D.D., was bom in 1644, and having 
obtained a Fellowship at Merton College, Oxford, was after- 
wards presented to the living of Selsey, Sussex. He published 
a work On the English Liturgy ^ also a Defence of the Church of 
England^ and other Theological Treatises. He died in 1712. 

« Pages 34, 35. 
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from one of the reasons which he suggests, why the 
Reformers had been induced, as he imagined, to '■ lay 
the usage aside,' viz., that * it gave the parents an 
imnecessary trouble in procuring them.' If the 
Sponsors of Baptism had been expected to stand 
again at Confirmation, it is evident that there could 
be no possible trouble to parents in procuring them, 
since they would have been procured already in the 
child's infancy. 

The other Commentator on the Liturgy who has 
written disparagingly of this institution, but who, in 
doing so, has borne testimony to its being a new and 
distinct appointment, is Mr. Shepherd. He published 
an * Elucidation of the Book of Common Prayer ' in 
1797, and having quoted the rubric now under 
review, he comments upon it as follows : — * That is, 
a yoimg man shall have a Godfather, and a young 
woman a Godmother. For this appointment I own 
I can see no sufficient reason ; and it is not now 
commonly observed.' Mr. Shepherd afterwards sug- 
gests that the Minister of the Parish is competent 
to fulfil all that could be expected of a Godparent ; 
that he might preserve the names of the Confirmed, 
and might admonish of their duty such as he found 
negligent in coming to the Holy Communion. If he 
had lived in our day, and had under his charge 
several thousand parishioners, he would probably 
have seen the wisdom of the Church, in giving the 
Minister duly qualified persons to assist him in thus 
watching over and admonishing the younger members 
of his flock. But all that we wish to gather from this 
writer is, that although he disliked the rubric in 
question, yet he did not for a moment imagine that 
it simply intended one of the Baptismal Sponsors 
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to be present at the subsequent Confirmation. He 
himself could * see no sufficient reason ' for the 
institution ; but he rightly understood it as being a 
new * appointment,' which carried with it special duties 
to be commenced from the time of Confirmation. 

It appears, then, that although it is undoubtedly 
a good and proper custom that Baptismal Sponsors 
should be present at the Confirmation of their God- 
children, yet such presence, on their part, is not a 
compliance with the rubric which orders at that time 
a new Godparent The very aim and object of the 
Godparent in Confirmation is distinct from that of 
the Baptismal Sponsor. The duty of the latter is to 
teach, or to see that the child be taught, the truths of 
the Christian Religion. But the Godparent in Con- 
firmation is not appointed that he may teach, for 
that has been done sufficiently already, but rather 
that he may strive, by precept and example, to keep 
the Godchild in the pathway of his vows and obliga- 
tions. If occasion should require some one to speak 
a word of warning, the Godparent has to speak that 
word. And if his own endeavours do not prevail, then 
again the duty devolves upon him to direct the foot- 
steps of the Minister of Christ to the weak and erring 
brother, in the hope that further counsel and advice 
may succeed in bringing back the wandering sheep 
to the fold. The meaning of the rubric, requiring a 
new Godparent, is clear and certain, and there is every 
reason why we should obey it By so doing, our 
young people would have the benefit of counsellors, 
specially chosen on account of their fitness for the 
office, from whom they might receive friendly advice 
and admonition, at a time of life when such assistance 
in well-doing is greatly to be desired. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF A GODPARENT AT CONFIRMA- 
TION ORDERED BY THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN 
HER RUBRICS ; RECOGNISED IN HER CANONS ; 
AND EXPLAINED AND ENFORCED BY COMMENTA- 
TORS ON HER LITURGY. 

We now come to the positive testimonies which 
prove that a Godparent at Confirmation is one of the 
institutions of the Church of England, though un- 
happily for a long time disused and often altogether 
forgotten. We shall find that the institution is not 
involved in any doubt or obscurity ; since, as stated 
above, it is enjoined by the rubric, recognised in the 
Canons, and defended by her Divines. 

I. The rubrics of the Prayer Book contain the 
most important directions of the Church, and stand 
pre-eminent as to their obligation upon all her 
members. It is the concluding part of the 3rd rubric 
at the end of the Catechism which now demands our 
attention. The words are, * And every one shall have 
a Godfather, or a Godmother, as a Witness of their 
Confirmation.' This is the form in which the rubric 
was cast at the Review of the Prayer Book in 1662. 
Previously, in the Prayer Books of 1549, 1552, 1559 
and 1604, it ran thus, *Then shall they be brought to 
the Bishop by one that shall be his Godfather Qk\ 
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Godmother, that every child may have a Witness of 
his Confirmation.* The change which was introduced 
by the alteration of the rubric to its present form is 
very considerable. Aforetime it was necessary not 
only that Godparents should be appointed for the 
Confirmed, but also that they should personally pre- 
sent their respective candidates to the Bishop. This 
arrangement would no doubt tend to impress the God- 
parents with a sense of their responsibility. On the 
other hand, it would somewhat limit the number of 
persons from whom Godparents could be chosen. 
For there would always be some very suitable for the 
office, who yet could not be in attendance to take 
their part at the Confirmation. Our present rubric 
has therefore made the institution as simple and 
practical as it well could be. The appointment of 
Godparents is ordered as before, — 'everyone shall 
have a Godfather or a Godmother ; ' but the God- 
parent is no longer required to present the candidate 
to the Bishop. 

The latter part of the rubric sets forth the object 
for which the appointment is made, viz., that the Con- 
firmed may have a * Witness of their Confirmation.' 
This word * Witness* tells us that the duties of 
the Godparent are prospective rather than present 
When a person undertakes to be a witness, the mean- 
ing and intention is, that he shall hold himself in 
readiness to come forward and bear testimony when- 
ever occasion shall require. For example, when a 
man becomes witness of a signature, he is expected to 
be ready to prove the genuineness of that signature, 
if it shall be called in question. So again, at a 
marriage, the Law of the land requires that there 
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shall be at the least two witnesses, whose duty it 
shall be to bear testimony to the fact of the mar- 
riage having been duly solemnized. In the cases 
just mentioned, persons are appointed to be witnesses 
to a fact, and having proved the fact their duty ceases. 
But with respect to the Witnesses of Confirmation, 
that which has to be attested is not so much a fact, as 
the responsibility thereby incurred. The lists which 
are forwarded by the Clergy to the Bishop are quite 
sufficient to testify to the mere fact that certain 
persons have been Confirmed, and to put on record 
their names and ages. But great opportunities of 
religious improvement flow from being thus perma- 
nently and openly enrolled under Christ's banner, and 
it is incumbent upon us to use every means whereby 
we can take advantage of those opportunities. The 
Church therefore has thought good to order, that a 
living Witness shall be required for each person 
Confirmed, in order that the solemn promises made 
and the good resolutions formed may not be suffered 
to pass away and be forgotten, without a voice of 
counsel, warning and remonstrance. 

It will be seen that the above is the meaning 
of the word Witness as applied to a Godparent, by 
referring to one of the Exhortations in the Prayer 
Book. When an adult is brought to Baptism there 
are no Sponsors, he having to answer for himself; 
but three Godparents are appointed as Witnesses. And 
these Witnesses are thus addressed as to the duty 
imposed on them — * Forasmuch as this person hath 
promised in your presence to renounce the devil and 
all his works, to believe in God, and to serve Him ; 
ye must remember that it is your part and duty to put 
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him in mind, what a solemn vow, promise, and pro- 
fession he hath now made before this congregation, 
and especially before you his chosen witnesses. And 
ye are also to call upon him to use all diligence to be 
rightly instructed in God's holy Word ; that so he may 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
JesUs Christ, and live godly, righteously and soberly 
in this present world.' 

The above Exhortation may be regarded as an 
authoritative explanation and definition of the duty 
which devolves upon those who have become God- 
parents, not to Infants, but to such as have already 
arrived at the years of discretion and have answered 
for themselves. Their duty is to watch over the 
religious life of their Godchildren, and to keep them up 
to the standard of that vow, promise and profession, 
of which they are chosen to be the constant and 
standing Witnesses. Would that each and every 
child Confirmed had the guiding care of such a 
Godparent! Might we not then fairly expect that 
those confirmed would not begin to show symptoms 
of faintness and weariness in the service of our Lord, 
so soon as the Confirmation Class is ended? And 
might we not cherish a hope that, under such super- 
vision, there would be comparatively few who in 
after-life would cast aside their religious profession 
in absolute neglect and forgetfulness ? 

II. The Canons of 1603 are in strict accordance 
with the Rubrics on this question. The latter part of 
Canon XXIX. is as follows : — * Neither shall any 
person be admitted Godfather or Godmother to any 
child at Christening or Confirmation, before the said 
person so undertaking hath received the Holy 
Communion.' Herein there are two things evident. 
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(1) The Church has established a certain religious 
standard as a qualification for Godparents, so that 
only fit and proper persons may be admitted to the 
office. (2) Godparents are to be appointed on two 
several occasions, viz., at Christening and Confirma- 
tion. If the Godparents at Baptbm had been in- 
tended to stand again in the same capacity at Confir- 
mation, it would have been sufficient to have specified 
only the qualification which was necessary to under- 
take the office in the first instance, viz., at Baptism. 
But the Canon provides for the appointment of duly 
qualified Godparents not only at Christening, but also 
at Confirmation. It is clear, therefore, that a distinct 
and separate appointment is intended on each occa- 
sion. 

III. We have now to examine several Commen- 
taries which have been written on the Liturgy. From 
these we shall perceive how the appointment of a 
Godparent at Confirmation has been regarded both 
by great Divines of the Church, and also by others 
who have treated on the subject 

The first authority to which we have to refer is 
that of the Divines assembled at the Savoy Conference. 
Their testimony is most important, since the Prayer 
Book was then thoroughly sifted and its true 
meaning established in almost every part During 
the Commonwealth, the Church's system had been 
broken down for more than fourteen years, and the 
Liturgy laid aside. At the Restoration of Charles II. 
the Church revived. On October 25, 1660, came 
forth the King's Declaration respecting Ecclesiastical 
affairs, in which a promise was made that the Liturgy 
should be reviewed by a Commission consisting of 
an equal number of Episcopalians and Presbyterians. 
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Accordingly, on March 25 following, forty-two Com- 
missioners were appointed by Letters Patent, that is, 
twenty-one of each persu^ion, and were directed to 
meet * at the Master's Lodging in the Savoy,' whence 
the Conference derived its name. At the first meeting 
which was held, the Bishop of London acquainted the 
Presbyterian members of the commission, *that as they, 
and not the Bishops, had requested the Conference 
for making alterations, nothing could be done till they 
had delivered their exceptions in writing, together 
with the additional forms and alterations which they 
desired.' In accordance with this request, the Pres- 
b)rterian members drew up a series of exceptions to 
certain parts of the Prayer Book, and the Bishops 
afterwards returned an answer to the same. The 
rubric which requires a Godparent at Confirmation 
did not on this occasion escape notice. It was 
objected to by the Presbyterian Commissioners as 
follows : — * This seems to bring in another kind of 
Godfathers and Godmothers, besides those made use 
of in Baptism ; and we see no need either of the one 
or the other.' To this the Bishops replied : ' Here 
the Compilers of the Liturgy did, and so doth the 
Church, that there may be a Witness of the Confirma- 
tion.' The Bishops and Compilers of the Prayer 
Book, therefore, had their attention specially drawn 
to this rubric, and to the fact that it introduced 
'another sort of Godfathers and Godmothers,' in 
addition to the Baptismal Sponsors. And yet they 
were unwilling to part with this institution of which 
the Church had always been possessed, because there 
was attached thereto the solemn and important duty 
of being a Witness and Monitor of Confirmation. At 
this review, however, the rubric in question was 
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slightly modified, as has been already mentioned, so 
that the Godparent of Confirmation is no longer 
charged with the duty of presenting the candidate to 
the Bishop. The obligation of m^ng the appoint- 
ment, as also the responsibilities attaching to the 
office, happily remained undisturbed. 

Of the eminent Divines at the Savoy Conference, 
two have bequeathed to us explanatory notes on the 
Book of Common Prayer. Neither of them has 
overlooked the rubric which requires the appointment 
of a new Godparent at Confirmation, and their 
comments bear directly on the very point on which 
in our own day so much misconception has prevailed. 
As they were of the number of Commissioners to 
whom the revision of the Liturgy was entrusted, their 
interpretations are almost authoritative, in deciding 
the sense in which the Church intended the rubric to 
be understood. 

The first of these Commissioners is Dr. Cosin,^ who 
compiled Notes on the Common Prayer under the 
title of * Liturgica, sive Annotata ad Divina Officia.' 
For the existence of the rubric which requires a God- 
parent at Confirmation he assigns the following 
reason : * The former Godfathers and Godmothers 
being released, as it was ordered before in the Ruhr. 
2 Edward VI.' * From this it is abundantly clear 

' John Cosin, D.D., born 1594, consecrated Bishop of 
Durham 1660, died 1672. He was chiefly distinguished for his 
learning as a theolc^an, and for the princely munificence with 
which he supported charitable works in his diocese. 

' It does not appear to what rubric in 2 £dw. VI. Bishop 
Cosin here refers, as none can be found stating how far Baptis- 
mal Sponsors may be considered to be released at the sub- 
sequent Confirmation of the child. Whether they be released or 
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that this Prelate does not in any way confuse the 
Baptismal Sponsors with the Godparent of Confirma- 
tion. On the contrary, it is the very point which he 
chose, as it were, to put beyond doubt or controversy. 
The other Commissioner to whom we have to 
refer is Dr. Sparrow,* the author of the 'Rationale 
upon the Book of Common Prayer of the Church of 
England.' On the rubric under our present review 
he says : * The children that are to be confirmed are 
to be brought to the Bishop by one that shall be their 
Godfather, who may witness their Confirmation. The 
Godfather may be the same that was at Baptism, but 
in most places the custom is to have another. Decret 
Pars III. Dist. IV. C. loo, p. 3004,' The Decretals 
here mentioned form part of the Canon Law, and 
under a Statute of Henry VIII. have even now a 
certain degree of authority in England.* The passage 
referred to by Dr. Sparrow is as follows :* *In Cate- 
chismo et in Baptismo et in Confirmatione unus 
patrinus fieri potest, si necessitas cogiL Non est 
tamen consuetudo Romana : sed per singulos singuli 
suscipiunt' It is to be observed that Dr. Sparrow 
published several editions of his * Rationale,' contain- 
ing the above note on the Godparent in Confirmation, 

not, Dr. Cosin*s comment shews emphatically that he regarded 
the Godparent at Confirmation as a new appointment. 

* Anthony Sparrow, D. D. After serving as a Commissioner 
at the Savoy Conference, he became Bishop successively of 
Exeter and Norwich. He died in 1688. 

* See Blackstone, book i. sec, 3. 

* * The same person may stand as Godparent for a Catechu- 
men, and again at his Baptism, and also at his Confirmation, if 
necessity compels it to be so. This, however, is not according 
to the Roman custom, which requires a new appointment on 
each occasion.* 
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together with the reference to the Decretals, after the 
Savoy Conference ; and since attention had been spe- 
cially drawn to the subject on that occasion by the 
Presbyterians, he, as one of the Commissioners, must 
have well known in what way the question was 
regarded by the Divines of the Church associated 
with him in the revision of the Liturgy. His com- 
ment therefore not only gives his own private opinion, 
but also assists very materially in determining what 
meaning the Church of England intended to be 
assigned to the rubric in question. And it is evident 
that the theory which pretends that the Godparent in 
Confirmation has no new office or obligation, but is 
merely one of the Baptismal Sponsors present in the 
congr^ation when the child is being confirmed, is an 
interpretation of the rubric which was never contem- 
plated by the Compilers of the Prayer Book and an 
altogether modem gloss. 

Dr. Hammond^ was a contemporary of the two 
Divines just mentioned, and would probably have 
been associated with them in the Revision of the 
Prayer Book after the Savoy Conference, if his life 
had been prolonged to that period. He was the 
author of a work entitled * Of Fundamentals,' and in 
it he speaks as follows of Confirmation and of the 
Godparent to be then appointed (chap. xix. sec 13): 

* Henry Hammond, D.D., bom 1605 ; entered Holy Orders 
1629 ; became Archdeacon of Chichester, Canon of Christ 
Church, Oxford, and Chaplain to Charles I. During the 
Commonwealth he was compelled to live in retirement. When 
it was foreseen that the Restoration would take place, he was 
nominated to the See of Worcester. But a more importunate 
summons awaited him, for on April 4, 1660, he was seized by a 
complaint fi-om which he never rallied, dying on the 25th of 
that month. 

B 
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* Confirmation is a most profitable usage of the Church 
transcribed from the practice of the Apostles, which 
consists of two parts, the child's undertaking in his 
own name every part of the Baptismal vow, having 
first approved himself to understand it, and to that 
purpose, that he may more solemnly enter this obliga- 
tion, bringing some Godfather with him, not now, as 
in Baptism, as his procurator to undertake for him, 
but as a Witness to testify his entering this obliga- 
tioa . . . The second part of Confirmation is the 
prayer and benediction of the Bishop, the successor 
of the Apostles in this office.' It is evident fi-om this 
passage that Dr. Hammond regarded the office of 
Godparent at Confirmation as quite distinct firom that 
of Sponsor at Baptism, and as involving a duty and 
responsibility of a different nature. 

Wheatley* is perhaps the most widely known 
Commentator on the Prayer Book. And though 
there are many others of more modem date, it must 
be long before his work is entu*ely superseded. The 
following is his comment upon the Rubric under our 
consideration : — * This Rubric is concerning the God- 
father or Godmother which every one that is Confirmed 
is obliged to have as a witness of their Confirmation, 
Dr. Nichols tells us that *our wise reformers, because 
there was not the like reason for them as there was 
before the Reformation, and because it gave the 
parents an unnecessary trouble in procuring them, 

' Charles Wheatley, born 1686. He became Fellow of St. 
John's College, Oxford, and afterwards Vicar of Brent and 
Fumeaux Pelham, in Hertfordshire, and died in 1742. He 
describes his Commentary on the Prayer Book as being a digest 
of * the substance of everything Liturgical in all former Ritualists, 
Commentators, or others, upon the same subject.* 
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have laid that usage aside/ But one would wonder 
how the Doctor should be so much mistaken, imme- 
diately after he must have printed and corrected this 
very rubric ; and at the same time that, to account for 
the alteration, he cites the rubric immediately follow- 
ing. Nor can any reason be given, why the Doctor 
should so freely charge the providing these Godfathers 
as an unnecessary trouble. They are certainly as useful 
at the Confirmation of a youth, as they are at the 
Baptism of a person that is adult In both cases 
they are witnesses of the engagements, which the per- 
sons so baptized or confirmed lay themselves under ; 
and consequently, will be proper and continual 
monitors to check or reclaim them, should they at 
any time hereafter be tempted to abandon the interest 
of Christ, and take part with His enemies. And for 
the prevention of anyone's entering upon this trust, 
who will not be careful to discharge the duty of it, 
the Church provides, that ^ no person be admitted God- 
father or Godmother to any child at Christening or 
Confirmation before the said person so undertaking 
hath received the Holy Communion,^ * 

The curious blunder made by Dr. Nichols, as 
above mentioned, has been already referred to in the 
preceding chapter. He somehow imagined that the 
provision of a Godparent at Confirmation had been 
expunged at the Reformation ; and he discovered the 
two following reasons, both exceedingly weak, for 
approving of the supposed change, (i) 'There was 
not the like reason for them as there was before the 
Reformation.' How this comes to pass Dr. Nichols 
does not explain. The Church has been reformed, it 

1 Canon XXIX. 
D 2 
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is true, but we have too much reason to believe that 
young people still stand in need of a faithful friend 
and adviser, even as they did aforetime. (2) * It gave 
the parents an unnecessary trouble in procuring 
them.' It is almost needless to say that no trouble 
can be considered * unnecessary,' either to parents or 
Clergy, if it will conduce to the moral and spiritual 
welfare of the children committed to their care. 

Wheatley has treated the subject in the above 
quotation, though briefly, yet with a just and keen 
sense of the value of the institution upon which he is 
commenting. The special points which he enforces 
are as follows :— (i) He defends the appointment of 
Godparents at Confirmation by the analogous case of 
their appointment for those baptized as adults, (2) He 
gives a true explanation of the nature of the obligation 
which rests upon such Godparents, in terms which 
deserve again to be quoted. * They are witnesses/ he 
says, * of the engagements which the persons so bap- 
tized or confirmed lay themselves under; and con- 
sequently, will be proper and continual monitors to 
check or reclaim them, should they at any time here- 
after be tempted to abandon the interest of Christ, 
and take part with His enemies.' (3) He points out 
that these Godparents ought to be chosen with regard 
to their religious qualifications, in accordance with 
the Canon of the Church which requires no person 
shall be a Godparent * to any child at Christening or 
Confirmation' unless he has been admitted to the 
Holy Communioa 

Let us now consider some comments which have 
been made on this institution by persons outside the 
pale of the Church. 

A book was written in 1834 by one Robert Hind- 
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marsh, but was not published until 1846, being after 
the author's death. It might well have been suffered 
to remain in oblivion, as its only effect upon a candid 
Christian reader is to shew the strength of the Prayer 
Book even against its worst assailants. The title of 
the book is, * The Church of England Weighed in the 
Balance of the Sanctuary and found Wanting,' and the 
object of the writer was evidently to criticise and carp 
at every part of the Church's system. Yet it is some- 
what remarkable that with respect to the Godparents 
assigned to those baptized in riper years, he was able 
to allege * no fair objection.' With those appointed at 
Confirmation he did not profess himself to be equally 
satisfied. Speaking of the former, he says, * They are 
exhorted to keep in remembrance the duty which they 
are expected to discharge towards the newly-baptized 
persons, by putting them in mind of the solemn voV, 
promise, and profession, they have made, and calling 
upon them to use all diligence to be rightly instructed 
in God's Holy Word. To all this no fair objection 
can be offered, because some real use, in the way 
required, may be performed to the parties by those 
who have kindly undertaken to come forward as their 
friends, rather than as their Godfathers and God- 
mothers, In the Service of Confirmation also,' this 
author continues, *a Godfather or a Godmother is 
required for each child, merely as a witness to the 
<:eremony. But why such witness, who performs 
neither the part of Godfather nor Godmother, should 
bear either of these names, in preference to that of 
friend or neighbour, is left to be conjectured by the 
reader.' 

It will be noticed that the above author laboured 
under the common mistake of supposing that God- 
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parent is synonymous with Sponsor ; the fact being 
that the two words are quite distinct, each of them 
signifying a separate duty and responsibility. When 
infants are baptized, they are not able of themselves 
to make any Christian profession, and, in consequence, 
Sponsors are appointed to respond or answer for them. 
And these same Sponsors also become their God- 
parents to watch over them with parental care in 
matters relating to God. But when adults are brought 
to Baptism or to Confirmation, Sponsors are not re- 
(juired, because they are able to enter into promises 
and engagements by their own mouth and consent 
Godparents, or Spiritual Guardians, are nevertheless 
provided, for although those who have come to years 
of discretion can make promises, they may not always 
be able to advise themselves aright how to keep them. 
The duty of Godparents being thus rightly understood, 
as distinguished from that of Sponsors, it is evident 
that Mr. Hindmarsh entirely misapprehended the 
question, when he said that Godparents for the Con- 
firmed have no part to perform such as is indicated 
by their name. But again, if there is to be a God- 
parent, he would be more appropriately designated, 
in the opinion of this author, by the title of * friend or 
neighbour.' This suggestion, so far from deserving 
any favour, only serves to bring out in a stronger 
light the wisdom of the institution which we are now 
considering. The Church is quite as anxious as Dis- 
senters that her children should have all the care, 
spiritual and temporal, which * friends and neighbours ' 
may be willing to bestow upon them ; but with this 
chance counsel and aid she is not content She 
requires a more definite provision for their oversight 
and welfare. She does not consider it expedient to 
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admit children to the fellowship of Christ's Religion 
by Baptism, nor to enrol them in His army by Con- 
firmation, and then leave them to the casual protection 
and oversight which 'friends and neighbours' may 
think proper to exercise. The Church, therefore, has 
wisely ordered that all her members shall have some 
special persons (the Baptized three, and the Confirmed 
one) who shall be bound, under the solemn sanctions 
of Religion, to keep those committed to their charge, 
so far as they may be able, out of the ways of the 
World, the Flesh, and the Devil, and to assist them 
in their endeavours to walk stedfastly in the footsteps 
of Jesus Christ * Friends and neighbours ' may and 
ought to render such service to the young, but God- 
parents have promised to do so, and herein lies all the 
difference between the two. 

A quotation may be made from another Dissenting 
writer in the * Christian Cyclopae'dia.' ^ This work is 
compiled in the interest of Presbyterians, and em- 
braces a wide scope of religious topics. It has an 
article on Confirmation, but it is very imperfect and 
misleading. This will be readily understood, when it 
is stated that the argument is supposed to lead up to 
the following astounding conclusion, * This rite, there- 
fore, is unsanctioned by Scripture, and unrecognised 
by the early Christian Church.' No reliance, of 
course, can be placed on a writer so evidently and so 
strongly biassed against everything appertaining to 
the Church's system. There is, however, some credit 
due to him for having ascertained that Godparents 
ought to be appointed for the Confirmed. And it 



* Edited by Rev. James Gardner, M.A., and published by 
Blackie and Son, in 1858. 
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may be also mentioned that he refers to the institution 
without a word of disapproval He says, * The person 
to be confirmed has a Godfather and Godmother 
appointed him, as in Baptism.' In this statement 
there is one shght inaccuracy ; it should have been, 
* a Godfather or a Godmother,' — it being the rule of 
the Church that only one Godparent should be ap- 
pointed in Confirmation, and that one of the same 
sex as the person Confirmed. 

In this and the preceding chapter it has been 
sufficiently established that we have, in the appoint- 
ment of a Godparent at Confirmation, a recognised 
usage of the English Church. And it is exactly the 
institution of which we stand in need, for the 
])urpose of encircling our parishes with a network of 
Hupervision and spiritual influence. By selecting a 
number of suitable Godparents at each Confirmation, 
and by giving five or six candidates to each, the 
Clergyman may be kept informed fi-om time to time 
of the progress of all the Confirmed. He will thus 
know where his private ministrations are needed, and 
will have an opportunity of clearing away doubts and 
difiicultics and misunderstandings, and will be able to 
fipeak in season a word of warning or encouragement 
as occasion may require. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF A GODPARENT AT CONFIRMA- 
TION, ILLUSTRATED BY THE TEACHING AND 
PRACTICE OF THB WESTERN CHURCH GENERALLY. 

In the Eastern Church Confirmation is always united 
to Baptism. The priest has Chrism by him which the 
Bishop has blessed, and he signs the newly baptized 
therewith. There is thus no interval between the 
rites, and consequently no second appointment of 
Godparents. 

But in the Western Church there is a general 
custom of delaying Confirmation until the candidate 
has arrived at the years of discretion. And that 
period of life being a critical one with reference to 
religious training, a second appointment of Godparents 
has very properly been ordered. This institution, 
therefore, does not belong exclusively to the Church 
of England, but is one which she has directed to be 
observed in common with other parts of the Church 
Catholic 

It will be our endeavour in this chapter to gather 
together such testimonies as are to be found on the 
subject in the Western Church generally. These 
testimonies contribute in no small degree to the 
practical elucidation of the rubric which we find in 
our Prayer Book. They explain to us, for example^ 
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how it came to pass that the rubric in question was 
inserted with so much brevity. If it had been some 
new observance which was intended to be inaugurated, 
the directions given would, no doubt, have been 
much more full and explicit. The Compilers of the 
Prayer Book, however, did not invent the appointment 
of Godparents at Confirmation, but found it already 
existing, and, in their wisdom, thought it expedient to 
graft it into our present s)rstem ; and since it was one 
of the well-known customs of the Church which had 
long been in existence prior to the Reformation, it did 
not appear to require at their hands any word of 
explanatioa 

As we are entering upon this enquiry only for the 
purpose of illustrating and explaining the institution 
which we find to be authorized in the Chufch of 
England, we shall restrict ourselves to such quotations 
as will contribute more or less to the special object 
we have in view. 

We will first direct our attention to the Canons on 
this subject passed at some of the early Synods held 
in our own kingdom. These Canons clearly shew 
that from a very remote period in the history of the 
Church in this country, it has been ordered that a 
Godparent shall be appointed at Confirmation. And 
we shall also find that this appointment did not 
merely consist in the presence of one of the former 
Baptismal Sponsors, but that an entirely new relation- 
ship was always understood to be undertaken by the 
person chosen for the office. 

There are two Canons on the subject written in 
Anglo-Saxon. The translation which follows is that 
given by Johnson in his * Collection of Ecclesiastical 
Laws and Canons.' 
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Canon made in the reign of King Edgar ^ a.d. 960. 

* And that every man learn to be expert at Pater 
Noster, et Credo, ... for he who refuseth to learn 
that, is not a good Christian, and he cannot of right 
undertake for others at Baptism, nor at the Bishop's 
hands.' 

The 22nd of the Laws Ecclesiastical of King Canute. 

* Made with the consent of his wise men to the 
prsttse of God, and his own Royal dignity, and the 
benefit of the people, at the holy Midwinter-tide at 
Winchester. 

* We charge that every Christian learn to know at 
the least right faith, and be expert at Pater Noster et 
Credo. For with one of them the Christian should pray 
to God, and with the other declare his right faith. . . . 
Nor is he a good Christian who will not learn it ; nor 
can he be surety for another at Baptism, much more 
at the Bishop's hands, till he have first learned well 
to rehearse it' 

Canon passed at the Council of Durham^ a. d. 1220.* 

* *Cum Sacramentum Confirmationis robur det par- 
vulis, sacerdotes frequenter moneant populum ad 
Confirmationem puerorum. . . In hoc Sacramento Con- 
trahitur proximitas spiritualis, sicut in baptismo inter 
illos, qui suscipiunt pueros, et illos, quorum sunt pueri, 
et inter pueros susceptos. Et hoc laicis prgecipimus 
frequenter inculcari, licet a nobis idem dicatur in 
collatione hujus SacramentL' 

* Wilkins* Councils of Great Britain and Ireland, i. p. 576. 

* * Whereas the Sacrament of Confirmation gives strength to 
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Canon passed at the Council of Oxford^ under Arch- 
bishop Stephen Langton^ a.d. 1222.^ 

' ' Item ut nuUus puer teneatur ad Confmnadonem 
a patre aut matre, vitrico et noverca, et prohibeatur 
saepe publice per sacerdotes in Ecclesiis. • . . Sciant 
etiam parentes illi, qui pueros tenent ad confir- 
mandum, quod spirituale vinculum in hoc Sacra- 
mento quoque contrahitur, ut in Baptismo.' 

Canon passed at the Provincial Council of Scotland^ 

A.D. 1225.* 

* * Quum Sacramenta Confirmationis ad robur 
dantur pueris, sacerdotes cum audierint adventum 

the young, it is the duty of the Priests frequently to warn the 
people that they bring their children to be Confirmed. In this 
Sacrament, as in Baptism, spiritual affinity is contracted between 
the Godparents, the parents of the children, and the children 
-themselves. And of this we ordain that the laity shall be 
frequently admonislied, although in the Office for conferring the 
Sacrament we ourselves declare the same.' 

* Wilkins, i. p. 594. 

* * Also no child shall have as Godparent at Confirmation, 
father or mother, stepfather or stepmother, and this prohibition 
is to be frequently published in the Churches by the Priests. . . . 
Also let those who stand as Godparents at the Confirmation 
of children, know that a spiritual bond is contracted in this 
Sacrament as well as in Baptism.' 

* Wilkins, i. p. 614. 

* * Since the Sacrament of Confirmation is given for the 
spiritual strengthening of children, let the Priests, when they 
hear of the Bishop's coming, warn the people to bring their 
children to be confirmed by him. . . . Let it also be declared to 
the laity, that in this Sacrament, as in that of Baptism, spiritual 
affinity is contracted between the godparents, and the parents 
of the children, and their children. Moreover let males be 
presented to the Bishop by males, and females by females.' 
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Episcopi, moneant populum, ut deferaht pueros ad 
Episcopum confirmandos. . . . Hoc etiam laicis 
intimetur, quod contrahitur in hoc Sacramento, sicut 
in Sacramento baptismatis, proximitas spiritualis inter 
illos, qui suscipiunt pueros, et illos, quorum sunt 
pueri, et etiam illorum pueros. Mas vero marem 
coram Episcopo teneat, et foemina foeminam.' 

Canon passed at the Provincial Synod of Canterbury ^ 

A.D. 1236.^ 

* *Sacerdotes frequenter moneant populum ad 
Confirmationem puerorum post baptismum, enim 
suscipi debet Sacramentum Confirmationis. . . . Item 
nullus teneatur ad Confirmationem a patre, vel vitrico, 
seu noverca, Et haec prohibitio saepius publicetur in 
Ecclesiis per sacerdotes.' 

Canon passed at the Synod of Worcester ^ a.d. 1240.* 

* * Nee vir, aut foemina, filium suum, aut filiam 
suam ; nee vir foeminam, nee foemina marem coram 
Episcopo teneat ad confirmandum ; super quibus, 
propter crebras Episcoporum occupationes, per sacer- 
dotes suos subditi doceantur.' 

' Wilkins, i. p. 639. 

* * Let the Priests frequently warn the people to bring their 
children to Confirmation after Baptism, for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation ought to be received. . . Also let no father, nor 
stepfather, nor stepmother stand as Godparent at the Confir- 
mation of their children. And let this prohibition be often 
published in the Churches by the Priests.' 

* Vol. i. p. 667. 

* * Neither a man nor woman is to stand as Godparent at 
Confirmation either for a son or daughter ; and a male is not to 
present to the Bishop a female, nor a female a male« ^cql^ 
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Canon passed at the Synod of Exeter^ a.d. 1287.* 

' * Sacerdotes autem suos instruant parochianos, ne 
pater aut mater, vitricus vel noverca puerum suum ; 
nee vir foeminam, nee foemina maseulum ; aut qui 
confirmatus non fuerit, ad Episeopum teneat eonfir- 
mandum. Item inter tenentes pueros ad eonfir- 
mandum ex parte una et ipsos eonfirmatoSy et 
parentes eonim ex altera (sieuti in baptismo) cog- 
natio eontrahitur spiritualis, propter quam adinvieem 
matrimonium eontrahere prohibentur.' 

Canon passed at the Synod of Winchester, a.d. 1308.* 

^ * Quia adversarius noster diabolus perditionis suae 
partieipes habere eupiens, fortiores insultus propter 

concerning these things, on account of the frequent occupations 
of the Bishop, let the people be instructed by their Priests.* 

* Wilkins, ii. p. 132. 

* ' Let the Priests also instruct their Parishioners, that no 
father or mother, stepfather or stepmother, can stand as God- 
parent for their child at Confirmation ; nor a man for a female, 
nor a woman for a male ; nor any person who has not himself 
been confirmed. Also between the Godparents at Confirmation 
on the one side, and those confirmed and their parents on the 
other, as (in Baptism) a spiritual relationship is contracted, and 
for this reason they are prohibited from contracting matrimony 
with one another/ 

* Wilkins, ii. p. 293. 

* * Since our adversary the Devil is desirous of having others 
to share in his ruin, and for this reason more mightily attacks 
the Baptized, pur thoughtful Mother the Church has decreed that 
there should be added to Baptism the Sacrament of Confirma- 
tion ; that being hereby strengthened, every Christian may be 
able to offer a stronger resistance to such an enemy. . . . More- 
over we ordain, that the Priests, by their instructions, shall not 
suffer the laity to be ignorant, that a spiritual relationship is con- 
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hoc ingerit baptizatis, provida mater ecclesia super- 
addendum Confirmationis censuit sacramentum ; ut, 
accepto per hoc robore, Christianus quilibet inimico 
hujusmodi resistat fortius ex adverso. . . . Volumus 
insuper per denunciationem presbyterorum laicos non 
latere, quod inter tenentes ad confirmandum pueros 
ex ima parte, et ipsos coni&rmatos, et eorum patres et 
matres ex altera, sicut in Baptismo, cognatio contra- 
hitur spiritualis, propter quae non poterunt personae 
hujusmodi adinvicem matrimonialiter copularL' 

Canon passed at the Provincial Synod of Canterbury^ 

A.D. 1322.^ 

* * Item nuUus teneatur ad Confirmationem a patre, 
vel vitrico, vel noverca ; et haec prohibitio saepius 
publicetur in ecclesia per sacerdotes. Sciant tam 
parentes, quam illi, qui pueros eorum tenent ad 
confirmandum, quod spirituale vinculum in hoc 
Sacramento aeque contrahitur, sicut in Baptismo.* 

In the next place we will examine the directions 
on this subject contained in the Office Books of the 
Roman Church. The following are extracts from the 
Pontifical of Clement VIII., published in 1596, and 
in force at the present day : 

tracted between the Godparents at Confirmation on tbe one side, 
and those Confirmed and their fathers and mothers on the other, 
and that for this reason persons so related shall not be allowed 
to be joined together in matrimony.' 

» Wilkins, it. p. 512. 

* ' Also no child shall have, as Godparent at Confirmation, 
his father, or stepfather, or stepmother ; and this prohibition is 
to be frequently published in Church by the Priests. Let the 
parents of the children know, and also their Godparents in Con- 
firmation, that a spiritual affinity is contracted in this Sacrament 
as fully as in Baptism.' 
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^ * Nullus, qui non sit Confirmatus, potest esse in 
Confirmatione patrinus, nee pater, aut mater, maritus 
aut uxor. . . Nullus pra&sentet nisi unum, aut duos, 
non plures, nisi aliter necessitas suadet, arbitrio 
EpiscopL . . neque masculi feminis patrini, neque 
feminae masculis matrinae esse deberent' 

During the administration of the rite of Confirma- 
tion occur the following rubrics : — 

* * Et Pontifex inquirit sigillatim de nomine cujusli- 
bet confirmandi, sibi per patrinum, vel matrinam, flexis 
genibus, praesentati, etc.' 

• * Expedita itaque Confirmatione, Pontifex sedens, 
accepta mitra, patrinis et matrinis annuntiat, quod 
instruant filios suos bonis moribus, quod fiigiant 
mala, et facient bona, et doceant eos. . . quoniam ad 
hoc sunt obligatL' 

The reasons which prompted the appointment of 
a new Godparent at Confirmation, are stated in the 
* Catechism of the Council of Trent,' as follows : — 

> * No one who has not been Confirmed can be a Godparent in 
Confirmation, nor the father, mother, husband or wife of the 
candidate. . . . The same Godparent is not to present more 
than one or two candidates, unless necessity requires it to be 
otherwise, in which case the Bishop is to direct according to 
his discretion. . . . Men are not to stand as godparents for 
females, nor women for males.' 

' * And the Bishop shall enquire severally concemii^ the 
names of those who are to be confirmed, they being presented 
to him kneeling by the godfather or godmother, &c.* 

• * When the Confirmation has been administered, the Bishop, 
being seated and having the mitre on his head, shall remind the 
godfathers and godmothers that it is their duty to instruct their 
children in good living, to warn them to fiee from what is wrong, 
to encourage them to do what is right, and to teach them . . . 
which things are an obligation upon them.' 
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* * Cur in Confirmatione patrini assumantur^ et 
quae in Confirmatione affinitas contrahatur. 

* Additur vero etiam patrinus, quemadmodum in 
Baptismo fieri demonstratum est Nam si, qui 
gladiatoriam dimicationem subeunt, alicujus indigent, 
cujus arte et consiliis doceantur, quibus ictibus ac 
petitionibus, salvis ipsis, conficere adversarium pos- 
sint ; quanto magis fideles, quum sacramento Confir- 
mationis quasi firmissimis armis tecti ac muniti in 
spirituale certamen, cui seterna salus proposita est, 
descendunt, ducis ac monitoris indigebunt ! Recte 
igitur ad hujus quoque sacramenti administrationem 
patrini advo-::andi sunt, quibuscum eadem spiritualis 
affinitas conjungitur, quae leg'tima nuptianim foedera 
impedit, ut antea docuimus, quum de patrinis ageretur, 
qui ad baptismum adhibendi sunt' 

We will now give some extracts from the writings 
of theologians. These extracts will show that the 

" 'Catechism of the Council of Trent,* part ii. chap, iii., 
question xiv. 

'Why Godparents are taken in Confirmation, and what 
Affinity is contracted by them therein. 

' Furthermore a Godfather is appointed, as was shown to be 
done in the case of Baptism. For if they who enter the arena 
upon a gladiatorial contest, need an adviser, from whose skill 
and counsel they may learn with what cuts and thrusts 
they may be able to slay their adversary, with safety to them- 
selves — ^how much more do the faithful need a guide and 
counsellor, when, being fortified and protected by the sacra- 
ment of Confirmation as with very strong armour, they enter 
upon that spiritual combat whose prize is everlasting salvation ! 
Rightly, therefore, are Godparents introduced into the adminis- 
tration of this sacrament. The same spiritual affinity is con- 
tracted by them as we have afore decreed when treating of the 
Godparents in Baptism, and this affinity causes an impediment 
to lawful matrimony.' 
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appointment of Godparents at Confirmation has always 
been deemed worthy of very high consideration; 
and they will also furnish some arguments of a 
general nature as to the usefulness of such Godparents 
for the religious training and superintendence of the 
newly-confirmed 

Our first author is St Thomas Aquinas,* who 
writes as follows : 



SUMMA THEOLOGIiE, PaRS III. QUiEST. LXXII. 

Art. X. 

' * Quicumque ad Confirmationis sacrament um 
accedunt, indigent aliquo quo sustententur et leventur, 
ac tanquam adhuc in spirituali pugna imbecilles et 
pueri, ad perfectionem deducantur. Hoc sacramen- 
tum exhibetur homini ad robur pugnae spiritualis. 

* St. Thomas Aquinas, called *The Angelic Doctor,* was 
the most eminent Schoolman of his age. His greatest work is 
Summa Theologia. Of this, Milman says : * The Sum of Theology 
is the authentic, authoritative, acknowledged code of Latin 
Christianity.' He died March 7, 1274. 

* * Those who approach the sacrament of Confirmation stand 
in need of some one to support, uphold and lead them on to 
perfection, since they are but as weak children engaging in a 
spiritual contest ; and this sacrament is set forth to mankind as 
a means whereby they may have strength for spiritual combat. 
Moreover, one newly bom needs a teacher in the ways of life, 
according to the saying : We have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence (Heb. xii.) ; and 
again, those who are brought forward into battle need instructors 
concerning the method of fighting, and for this reason in carnal 
warfare generals and captains are appointed to command the 
soldiers : and so, likewise, he who receives this sacrament is 
presented by another from whom he may learn the lessons of the 
spiritual combat.* 
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Sicut autem aliquis de novo natus indiget instructore 
in his quae pertinent ad conversationem vitae, secundum 
illud Heb. xil, Patres quidem carnis nostrae habui- 
mus eniditores, et reverebamur eos ; ita illi qui 
assumuntur ad pugnam, indigent eruditoribus a 
quibus instruantur de his quae pertinent ad modum 
certaminis \ et ideo in bellis materialibus constitu- 
untur duces et centuriones, per quos alii gubementur. 
Et propter hoc etiam ille qui accipit hoc sacramentum 
ab alio tenetur, quasi per alium in pugna spirituali 
erudiendus.' 

MARTIN NAVARRE.* 
Cap. XXII. 

^ *Peccat, permittens se sine patrino confirmari, 
credens aut credere debens, licet id non sit de sub- 
stantia sacramenti, esse nihilominus de praecepto.' 

FRANCIS T0LETUS.8 
LiR II. Cap. XXIII. N. 4. 

^ * Affinitas oritur inter ipsum ' (confirmatum) * et 
patrinum ; qui unus vel duo esse possunt, sicut in 
baptismo, Jicet non sit ille idem, qui fuit in baptismo, 

' Canon R^alar. Died 1 586. 

• * Anyone who permits himself to be confirmed without a 
Godparent commits a sin, since he believes or ou ht to believe 
that although this is not of the substance of the sacrament, yet 
it is notwithstanding an obligatory precept.* 

• Cardinal of the Roman Church. Bom 1532, died 1596. 

• * Affinity is incurred between the confirmed and his God- 
parent. There must be one Godparent, or there may be two, as 
in Baptism ; they must not, however, be the baptismal sponsors, 
except in a case of necessity. The Godparent must himself K^v^ 

X 2 
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nisi ex necessitate aliq'ua. Debet autem patrinus esse 
confirmalus, alias non esset affinitas. Possunt autem 
omnes esse patrini, non tamen vir uxoris, nee e 
contra ; nee fratres, vel sorores inter se.' 

It will be noticed that this writer allows two God- 
parents to be appointed at Coni&rmation, but in this 
he stands quite alone. 

FRANCIS SUAREZ.» 
QUiEST. LXIL Art. X. 

' * Qui confirmandum tenet, patrinus vel sponsor 
vel susceptor dici potest, sicut in baptismo dictum est 
De quo susceptore valde antiqua est ecclesiae traditio 
et consuetudo. Non esse Ecclesiae Romanae consue- 
tudinem, ut idem sit ejusdem personae patrinus, seu 
susceptor, in Baptismo et in Confirmatione, quanquam 

been confirmed, otherwise there would be no affinity. Any 
person may be such a Godparent ; but a man cannot stand 
for his wife, nor a woman for her husband, nor brothers and 
sisters for each other.' 

* Died at Lisbon, September 25, 1615. 

' * The person who presents a candidate for Confirmation, as 
also for Baptism, is named a Godfather, or sponsor, or surety 
(susceptor). The traditionary usage of having such a Godparent 
is very ancient in the Church. It is not the custom of the 
Roman Church to have as Godfather or surety at Confirmation, a 
person who formerly acted in that capacity at Baptism, although 
on account of necessity it may be allowed. . . It is probable 
that a Godparent is appointed for the due performance of the rite, 
and to signify that the child confirmed is young in spiritual war- 
fare and therefore requires some person of skill and discretion 
by whom he may be taught and protected ; wherefore the 
Church has provided and appointed a Godparent to exercise this 
spiritual ministry conceining the confirmed.* 
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ob necessitatem id fieri possit . . . Nam probabile 
est, solum adhiberi hujusmodi patrinum ad ornatum, 
et ad significandum confirmandum esse tironem in 
spirituali militia, ideoque indigere, ut alicujus arte et 
consilio doceatur, ac muniatur ; unde etiam probabile 
est, hujusmodi patrinum introductum seu institutum 
esse ab Ecclesia, ut hoc spirituale ministerium circa 
Gonfirmatum exerceat' 



PAUL LAYMANNE.* 
LiR V. Tract. III. Cap. VII. 

* * Adesse debet patrinus. Idque ex necessitate 
precepti obligantis sub culpa mortalL Et debet is 
esse diversus a patrino baptismi nisi necessitas illud 
postulet' 

FRANCIS SYLVIUS.3 
QUiEST. LXXII. Art. X. 

* *Art. 10 docet eum qui confirmatur, debere habere 
susceptorem, a quo in spirituali militia instruatur, 

* Professor of Philosophy and Canon Law at Ingolstadt. 
Bom 1576, died 1625. 

* *A Godparent ought to be present (at Confirmation). And 
this is of necessity, being a command to be observed under pain 
of mortal sin. And the Godparent should be a different person 
from the one in Baptism, unless necessity demand otherwise.' 

* Professor of Theology in Belgium. Bom 1581, died 1649. 

* *Art. 10 teaches that a person who is confirmed ought to have 
a surety to instruct him in spiritual warfare, just as one who is 
baptized has a Godparent, by whom he is instmcted in the things 
which belong to the household of Christ. 

* Hence arises an obligation of training the confirmed, 
although there is frequently a ground of exemption from this dutY% 
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sicut is qui baptizatur, habet patrinum a quo instru- 
atur in iis quae pertinent ad familiam Christi. 

'Oritur hinc obligatio instruendi confirmatum, 
quamvis ab ea frequenter sit excusatio, quia vel con- 
firmatus sufficienter sit instructus, vel instruatur ab 
aliis. 

* Cognatio etiam contrahitur, sicut in Baptismo, 
inter confirmantem et confirmatum, illiusque patrem 
et matrem ; item inter tenentem seu suscipientem et 
susceptum, ej usque patrem et matrem. 

*Si non confirmatus alium teneat in Confirmatione 
graviter peccat 

* Quamvis autem non sit consuetum, ut qui tenuit 
in Baptismo, teneat eundem in Confirmatione : fieri 
tamen potest, si necessitas urgeat. 

either because the confirmed is already sufficiently instructed, or 
that he is being taught by others. 

' AfEnity likewise is contracted, as in Baptism, between him 
who ministers the rite and the candidate and his father and 
mother ; likewise between the perst^n who stands and undertakes 
as Godfather on the one hand, and the candidate and his father 
and mother on the other. 

' If a person who is not confirmed stands as Godparent for 
anyone in Confirmation, he sins grievously. 

Moreover, although it is not the custom for the same person 
who has stood as Godparent in -Baptism, to do so again in 
Confirmation, .yet this may be allowed in case of urgent 
necessity. 

* The Council of Trent, Sess. 24, c. 22, implies that there 
shall be only one Godparent for the confirmed, since it names 
the person who stands in the singular number, whereas when 
speaking of the Godparents in Baptism, it uses the plural number ; 
and such is the custom of the Church. 

* Moreover, it is befitting that this rule be observed, that 
neither males shall be Godparents for females, nor females for 
males, as is laid down in the Roman Pontifical.' 
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* Debere esse unum tantum confirmandi patrinum 
supponit ConciL Trid, Sess. 24, cap. 2, nominans 
tenentem. in singular! numero, cum de suscipientibus 
in Baptismo locutum esset pluraliter, atque ita habet 
usus Ecclesise. Servari etiam convenit ut neque 
masculi foeminis patrini, neque foeminae masculis 
matrinse sint, ut in Rom. Pontificali dicitur.* 



SALM ANTICENSES. ^ 
Tract. III. Cap. IV. N. 49, 50, 51. 

* * Patrinus Confinnationis debet esse distinctus a 
patrino Baptismi, nisi necessitas urgeat 

* Praeterea in Confirmatione unus tantum patrinus 
esse debet, sive is vir, sive mulier sit. Nam esto 
fuerit pro Baptismo permissum a Trident., Sess. 24, 
cap. 2, De Reformat., ut duo possint adhiberi, si unus 
sit masculus, et alter foemina, inde ad Confirmationem 
extendi non debet : quia in hac parte Tridentinum 



' Course of Theology written by the Carmelite Fathers of 
Salamanca in the seventeenth century. 

• * The Godparent in Confirmation ought to be a different 
person from the Godparent in Baptism, unless there is some 
urgent necessity to the contrary. 

• Moreover, in Confirmation there ought to be only one God- 
parent, viz., a man or a woman. For although it has been 
permitted in Baptism to have two, by the Council of Trent, 
Sess. 24, c. 2, viz., a male and a female, yet this provision 
must not be extended to Confirmation, because in this passage 
the Council of Trent has made no mention of Confirmation, and 
the alteration of an ancient law without weighty reason cannot 
be allowed. 

• The Godparent in Confirmation is not bound by strict obli- 
gation to instruct the confirmed.' 
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Confirmationis mentionem non fecit, et juris antiqui 
correctio absque gravi fundamento admittenda non est 

* Confirmationis patrinum obligatum graviter non 
esse ad instruendum confirmatum.* 

At the Fourth Council of Milan, held in 1682, 
under St. Charles Borromeo, the following constitu- 
tions were put forth : 

* * Qui confirmandi sunt, singuli patrinum sibi adhi- 
bent : cujus munus est, filiolum quem in confirma- 
tione tenuit, monere, eique tanquam ducem se 
praebere, ut in quotidian o spirituali certamine adver- 
sarium vincat : sed etsi rudem ilium viderit, non 
solum fidei Christianae documentis instruere, verum 
etiam ad viam salutis, virtutumque Christianarum 
disciplinam erudire cohortationibus, atque exemplis, 
ut in Sacramento Baptismi traditum est 

* Quamobrem patrinus is deligatur, qui non solum 
doctrinae Christianae instituta praeceptaque teneat ; 
sed etiam qui vitae piae exemplo ita se instruit, ut 
magister, vereque patrinus, ac dux aliis esse possit ad 
bene agendum, progrediendumque in via Domini 

> * All who are to be confirmed must have a Godparent, whose 
duty it is to advise the child whom he has presented in Confir- 
mation, and to be to him a guide unto victory over his foe in the 
daily spiritual combat. And he ought not only to instruct him in 
the articles of the Christian faith, if he find him ignorant, but 
also, by word and example, teach him the way of salvation and 
the practice of Christian virtues, as it was declared concerning 
the sacrament of Baptism. 

'Wherefore let the Godparent appointed be one who not only 
observes the ordinances and commandments of the Christian reli- 
gion, but also fashions himself after the example of a holy life, 
so as to be a master, and true Godparent, and a guide to others in 
well-doing, and in their advance along the way of the Lord. 

* Nor ought this Godparent to be a man chosen by accident, 
as^ for instance, one quite unknown, or only a casual visitor, 
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* Nee vero patrinus casu eligendus est, utpote homo 
quispiam plane ignotus, aut vero hospes et peregrinus, 
cujus consuetudinem in posterum probabile sit minima 
habendam. 

*Patrinum autem unum duntaxat ad hoc sacra- 
mentum quis diliget ; matrinam itidem unam. 

* Erit patrinus qui diligetur, ubi fieri potest, natu 
major eo, quem sibi filiolum in Confirmatione suscipit ; 
aut saltem id setatis, ut illius recte instruendi partes 
officiumque prsestare queat 

* Id denique servabitur, ut (quoniam ita honestatis 
ratio postulat) neque foeminis mares, neque rursus 
foeminse maribus patrini vel matrinae adhibeantur. 
Neque item minores quatuordecim annis, nisi quando 
necessitas aliter cogit ; neque pater item, aut mater : 
neque vir, aut uxor. 

*Ne patrinus, qui in baptismo, vel catechismo 
adhibitus est, idem in hoc sacramento adhibeatur, 
nisi necessitate cogente. 

and so one whose society will most probably not be had in the 
future. 

* Moreover, let only one Godfather be selected for this sacra- 
ment by each male candidate, and in like manner one God- 
mother by each female. 

* The person chosen as Godfather shall, if possible, be older 
than the godson whom he presents for Confirmation ; or, at all 
events, of sufficient age to be able to answer for his right 
instruction in his obligations and duties. 

'Moreover, this rule shall be observed, since seemliness 
requires it, that no males be Godparents for females, nor again 
females for males. Also those under fourteen years are not to 
fulfil this office, except by reason of urgent necessity ; nor the 
fathers or mothers, nor the husbands or wives of the persons 
confirmed. 

* Let no one who has served as Godparent in Baptism, or in 
catechetical instruction, fulfil the same office in this sacrament 
except in case of urgent necessity. 
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*Nemo autem neque in hoc etiam sacramento 
patrinus sit, qui excommunicationis, aut interdicti 
vinculo irretitus tenetur : quive item Paschali tempore 
proximo Sacram Communionem non sumpsit : nee 
vero praeterea, qui in gravi publicoque peccato jacet 

* Ne item patrinus sit, qui sacro chrismate nondum 
confirmatus est, sed neque quo die quis confirmatus 
est, eo ipso die alios confirmandos offerat Idemque 
in foemina servetur. 

*Nemo patrinus, matrinave eodem die plures in 
Confirmationis sacramento teneat quam unum, nisi 
ex Archiepiscopali facultate. 

* Haec Parochus praemonebit, et caetera item, quae 
pro temporum ratione Archiepiscopus praemonenda 
censuerit. Uteris eo nomine editis.' 

'Also, let no one be a Godparent in this sacrament who is 
bound under excommunication or interdict, or who at the 
previous Easter has not received the Holy Communion, nor any 
person who is guilty of a grievous and notorious crime. 

* Also let no one be a Godparent who himself has not yet been 
confirmed with the Holy Chrism ; and let noije of the confirmed 
on the same day present others for Confirmation. Moreover, the 
same regulations are in force with females as with males. 

* Let no Godfather or Godmother present on the same day 
more than one for Confirmation, except by the Archbishop's 
dispensation. 

* Every parish priest shall promulgate these decrees, and 
likewise all others which the Archbishop may think fit to put 
forth, in letters under his authority, according to the require- 
ments of the times.* 
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CLAUDIUS LA-CROIX.! 
Lib. VL N. 398. 

* * Si aliqna causa subsit, potest idem esse in Con- 
firmatione patrinus, qui fuit in Baptismo, alias deberet 
esse diversus, ut sic cura et instructio confirmati perti- 
neat ad plures. Hie patrinus esse ejusdem sexus, 
cujus est confirmandus, ita statuit Syn. Colon., 
addens, ut etiam non sit minor setate, quia indecorum 
est, si minor majorem monendo, vel corripiendo, 
patris vices obeat.' 

F. CATALANL3 
Pars III. QUiEsx. III. Cap. 4. 

* *Requiritur ergo patrinus qui confirmandum 
teneat, ut requiritur in Baptismo, ut baptizatum e 

* Professor of Theology at the University of Cologne. Born 
1652, died 1 7 14. 

* * If there exist any reasonable cause, the same person can be 
Godparent in Confirmation who formerly fulfilled the office in 
Baptism. But otherwise he should be a different person, so 
that the care and instruction of the confirmed may rest upon 
more than one. This Godparent should be of the same sex as 
the person to be confirmed, as the Synod of Cologne has 
decreed, adding also that the Godparent should not be younger 
than the godchild, because it is unseemly for one who is 
younger to act the part of a father in advising and correcting 
one older than himself.' 

«A.D. 1743. 

* * Moreover, a Godfather is required to present a candidate 
for Confirmation, just as one is required in Baptism to be surety 
for the child newly baptized in the sacred stream ; for as the 
child begotten in the faith by Baptism needs a schoolmaster to 
instruct and direct him, so doth the yoimg soldier of Christ in 
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sacro fonte suscipiat — nam sicuti in fide genitns per 
Baptismum indiget psedagogo ut instniatur et diri- 
gatur, sic etiam novus miles in Confirmatione indiget 
duce et militiae magistro ut instruatur ad bonam 
militiam militandum.' 

ANACLETUS REIFFENSTUEL.> 
Tract. XIV. Distinct. III. 54, 55. 

* * In Sacramento Confirmationis debet intervenire 
patrinus, et quidem prius ipsemet confirmatus, qui 
teneat confirmandum. Ita perpetua praxis Ecclesise; 
et constat turn ex c. Pervenit, 30, q. i, tum ex c. 
102, De Consecrat., disL 4, tum ex Concilio Trid., Sess. 
24, De Reform. Matr., c. 2, ubi additur quod impos- 
terum cognatio spiritualis, quae ex Confirmatione con- 
Confirmation need a leader and master in the warfare, that he 
may be taught how to war a good warfare. 

* Author of a work on Moral Theology, published in 1756. 

* * In the sacrament of Confirmation a person who has been 
himself already confirmed ought to be selected as Godfather to 
present the candidate. Such is the continual practice of the 
Church, as is evident from chap. Pervenit, 30, q. i. ; also from 
c. 102, Consecrat., dist. 4, and from the Council of Trent, Sess. 
24, De reform. Matr., c. 2, where it is added that the subse- 
quent spiritual affinity, which is contracted in Confirmation, must 
not be disregarded, the affinity being between him who performs 
the rite, the candidate, his father and mother, and the Godparent. 

* We must note, moreover, that the Godparent in Confirma- 
tion ought not to be the same person who performed that office in 
Baptism : this being in accordance with the custom of the 
Roman Church, unless necessity compels it to be otherwise ; as 
is contained in the c. in Catechismo, De Consecrat., dist. 4. 
For other regulations respecting such Godparents, reference may 
be made to what is said on the Godparents^of Baptism, so far as 
it may be applicable.' 
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trahitur, confirmantem, et confirmatum, illiusque 
patrem et matrem, ac tenentem non egrediatur. 

•Sciendum insuper, quod non debeat idem esse 
patrinus in Confirmatione, qui fuerat in Baptismo : 
idque propter consuetudinem Ecclesiae Romanse, nisi 
cogat necessitas ; prout habetur a in Catechismo, De 
Consecrat, dist. 4. Reliqua de patrino collige cum 
grano salis ex dictis de patrino Baptismi.' 

ALPHONSUS DE LIGORIO.» 

Theol. Mor. Lib. VI. Tract. 2, secs. 185, 187. 

**Sub gravi culpa, ut docet Nav. a 22, ex com- 
muni, requiritur patrinus ; isque unus tantum (licet 
ToL duos admittat) qui, si confirmatus non sit, peccat 
graviter secundum communem. Patrinus autem 
Confirmationis designandus est a parentibus, vel ab 
Episcopo in eorum defectu. . . Debet autem patrinus 
esse diversus a patrino Baptismi . . . Patrinus autem 
debet esse ejusdem sexiis, cujus est confirmandus, 
juxta usum Ecclesiae et ritum Pontificalis Rom., 
prout dicit Croix ibid, cum Aversa.' 

» Bom 1696, died 1787. 

• 'According to general opinion a Godparent is required at 
Confirmation under serious obligation, as Navarre teaches, chap. 
22, but only one for each candidate (although Toletus admits 
two). It would be unlawful for anyone to undertake the 
office who has not himself been confirmed, according to general 
opinion. The Godparent at Confirmation is to be named by 
the parents, or in their default by the Bishop. . . . He ought 
to be a different person from the Godparent of Baptism. . . . 
The Godparent ought to be of the same sex as the person to be 
confirmed, according to the usage of the Church and the rites of 
the Roman Pontifical, as Croix says, and also Aversa.' 
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MARTENE.1 
De ant. Eccl. Rit. Lib. I. Cap. II. Art. III., 6. 

^ * Hse sunt pra&cipuae ex parte confirmandorum 
prseparationes, quibus addere possemus electionem 
patrinonim, ita tamen ut ne foeminis mares, nee vero 
contra maribus foeminae, neque senioribus adolescentes, 
cum minime hoc per aetatem conveniat, compatres in 
Confirmationis sacramento adhibeantur, nisi id aliter 
necessitas aliquando postulat, ut ait Concilium Medi- 
olanense V. sub Sancto Carolo : quibus similia legun- 
tur in Concilio Aquensi, etc' 

The following appear to be the general points 
which have been determined and laid down by the 
Roman Church, in the authorities above quoted : 

(i) That each person confirmed shall have a new 
Godparent : that is, males shall have a Godfather, and 
females a Godmother. 

(2) That Godparents in Confirmation shall be 
.persons who have themselves been confirmed, and 
who, in other respects, are deemed to be morally and 
spiritually fit for the office. 

(3) That a Godparent ought only to stand for a 
limited number of children at a single Confirmation, 
unless necessity shall require it to be otherwise. 

* A French Theologian of the last century. Born 1654, died 

1739. 

* ' These are the principal regulations with respect to candi- 
dates for Confirmation ; to which we may add the selection of 
Godparents, yet so (as says the 5th Council of Milan, held under 
St. Charles) that, unless necessity so require, males shall not be 
tendered in the sacrament of Confirmation as Godparents for 
females, nor, on the other hand, females for males, nor young per- 
sons for their elders, as this last is inconvenient on the ground of. 
age. Similar decrees may be found in the Council of Aix, &c.' 
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(4) That the Godparents are to be chosen by the 
parents of the children about to be confirmed, or in 
their default by the Bishop. 

(5) That a person who has already served as a 
Sponsor in Baptism ought not to be appointed for the 
same child as a Godparent in Confirmation, unless 
there be a special reason to make it expedient 

(6) That Godparents in Confirmation contract 
the same spiritual affinities and impediments to 

. marriage as are created in the case of Baptismal 
Sponsors. 

This institution therefore has been set forth by 
Roman Catholic divines with the greatest care and 
circumspection. It has been always regarded, in that 
Church, as constituting a valuable relationship, and 
as involving an important principle, viz., the necessity 
of mutual co-operation for the sustaining of the re- 
ligious life. In the * Revue des Sciences Eccl^sias- 
tiques,* edited by UAbb^ D. Bouix, this question is 
discussed,^ * Is it absolutely necessary in the adminis- 
tration of Confirmation to have Godparents ? ' And 
the following is the emphatic and decisive conclusion 
arrived at : * In short, all theologians by whom the 
subject of Confirmation has been treated, have not 
failed to state the rubric in the Pontifical, and to 
show that it is of the greatest antiquity. It is difficult 
to conceive that a grave and rigorous obligation is not 
imposed by an order to which authorities and Councils 
attach so much importance. The Doctors of the 
Church have unanimously decided that the Pontifi- 
cal rubric must be obeyed sub gravi,* 

But the question now naturally arises how far thi^ 
institution has been found in the Roman Church to 
^ Tome IV. 2nd series, p. 577. 
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be practically successful Here we are obliged to 
confess that we meet with some degree of disappoint- 
ment For, strange to say, although it has the 
highest authority, being recommended by theolo- 
gians, and .enjoined by Synods and Councils, yet as a 
practical agency it has been suffered in most countries 
to fall into almost complete desuetude. In order to 
keep the bare letter of the rubric, it has been the 
custom at each Confirmation to appoint one God- 
father to stand for all the males, and one Godmother 
for all the females ; it being understood that the God- 
parents are not to be under any obligation to keep 
up, or even to form, any acquaintance with the large 
number of Godchildren thus nominally assigned to 
them. 

It must not, however, for one moment be imagined 
that this Institution has been thus practically laid 
aside because it has been found faulty or inoperative 
for the purposes for which it was originally intended, 
viz., the oversight of the younger members of the 
flock. The reason is no doubt to be found in the com- 
plicated theory of the Roman Church respecting the 
contracting of spiritual affinities. As is so constantly 
reiterated in the extracts above given, the relationships 
formed by Godparents, either in Baptism or Confir- 
mation^ constitute a bar to matrimony. And this im- 
pediment is not simply between the Godparents and 
the children placed under their spiritual care, but ex- 
tends even to a wider circle. Bingham says that the 
Council of Trent * forbids marriage not only between 
the Sponsors and their children, but also between the 
Sponsors themselves ; and the father and mother of 
the baptized is not to marry a Sponsor ; nor may the 
baptizer marry the baptized, nor the father or mother 



Impediments in tlie Roman Church. 65 

of the baptized ; because of the spiritual relation that 
is contracted between them,' And precisely the same 
intricate impediments arise with respect to the God- 
parents of Confirmation. It is true that the difficul- 
ties thus created are not insurmountable, for they may 
be obviated in each case by means of a Dispensation. 
But a Dispensation cannot be obtained without at 
least some trouble and delay. And so it has come to 
pass that the Clergy of the Roman Communion have 
been in many Dioceses deterred firom seeking for such 
Godparents as would be specially suitable to indivi- 
dual candidates, through fear of disabilities being in- 
curred which might afterwards prove to be inconve- 
nient They have by this means preserved their 
flocks from these manifold impediments to marriage, 
thereby decreasing very materially the number of 
Dispensations required, but they have, likewise, at the 
same time forfeited the benefits which might have 
accrued from this valuable Institution of the Church. 
In closing this chapter, we cannot fail to be im- 
pressed with the wisdom which actuated the conduct 
of our Reformers on so many points of doctrine and 
discipline, wisdom which enabled them to retain 
what was truly Apostolic and Catholic, and to reject 
only that which was discovered to be erroneous or 
worthless. This principle is exemplified in many 
matters of paramount importance, and also in its 
degree in the subject under our present consideration. 
With respect to the appointment of a Godparent for 
each child confirmed, our rubric and canon are as 
plain and explicit as any rubric or canon of the 
Roman Catholic Church ; and when the Compilers 
of the Prayer Book were invited at the Savoy Con- 
ference to cast aside this Institution, the proposal was 

F 
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resolutely declined. But, on the other hand, the 
accompanying and surrounding technicalities, which 
had made the Institution a complete network of 
domestic trouble, — these were rightly and happily 
swept away, the Church of England limiting her pro- 
hibitions of marriage to those cases only in which 
they are enjoined in Holy Scripture.* The God- 
parent at Confirmation has been retained in the 
Church of England, as being a good useful relation- 
ship, tending to promote godly union and concord 
in the work of holy living; but the pruning-knife 
has been well applied for the removal of the un- 
necessary excrescences with which the Institution 
was formerly encumbered and embarrassed, and with 
which it is also still associated in countries under the 
Roman jurisdiction, 

* See the heading of the Prohibited Degrees: — 'Table of 
kindred and affinity, wherein whosoever are related are for- 
bidden in Scripture and our Laws to marry together.' 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE DISCIPLINE ADOPTED BY THE PEOPLE CALLED 
METHODISTS FOR THE OVERSIGHT OF THE MEM- 
BERS OF THAT BODY. 

• 

It is not an unwise thing for us, at times, to consider 
the systems established by the large bodies of Cluis- 
tians which have sprung up and taken root in this 
country outside the pale of the Church. Consider- 
able results have been obtained as to the number of 
their adherents, and it is alleged that their success 
extends also in some degree to the spiritual edifica- 
tion of their members. It may be well, therefore, to 
enquire by what means these results have been 
obtained. 

With respect to Methodists, and other bodies 
which have copied or inherited the main features of 
their discipline, it is not too much to say that the 
* Class System ' has been the one great engine of their 
spiritual organisation. John Wesley called the Classes 
the * sinews of the Society,' and they have continued 
as such from his time to the present day. Their 
origin appears to have been brought about as it were 
accidentally. After Wesley had associated with him- 
self a body of followers, he thought it highly expedient 
that some plan should be devised, if possible, for the 
periodical oversight of the individual members. But 

F 2 
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he was not able all at once to attain this object ' As 
much as we endeavoured to watch over each other/ 
Wesley wrote, ' we soon found some who did not live 
in the Gospel. . . . We quickly perceived that there 
wore many ill consequences of suffering these to 
remain among us. . . . We groaned under these in- 
conveniences long before a remedy could be found. 
At length, while we were thinking of quite another 
thing, we struck upon a method for which we have 
cause to bless God ever since.' * It was in framing and 
working a scheme for raising the necessary funds 
for support of the community, that the oversight by 
means of Classes was ultimately evolved One of 
the members suggested that the Society should be 
divided into companies of twelve, one in each company 
to be appointed the leader, whose duty it should be 
to collect a weekly subscription from those placed 
under his care. The proposal found a favourable 
reception and was acted upon. In a while, some of 
the leaders informed Wesley that m making the 
weekly collection, they found certain members of the 
Society who were not leading consistent lives. Then, 
Wesley proceeds, * it struck me immediately, this is 
the thing, the very thing we have wanted so long. 
I called together all the leaders of the Classes (so we 
used 10 term them and their companies), and desired 
that each should make a particular enquiry into the 
behaviour of those whom he saw weekly. They did 
so. Many disorderly walkers were detected. Some 
turned from the evil of their ways. Some were put 
away from us.'^ It was soon found that the going 

* History of Wesleyan Methodism^ by George Smith, LL.D., 
vol. i. pp. 187, 188. 
2 Ibid. vol. i. p. 188. 
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round to each member's house was too great a tax 
upon the time of the leader, and also that he seldom 
found a suitable place in which to hold private con- 
verse. To remedy these defects in the system, and 
generally to make it more easily and more effectively 
worked, it was at length determined that the Class 
should be assembled weekly at one place and at a 
given hour. And thus the Class System became fully 
established, and continues to this day as the promi- 
nent feature in the spiritual discipline of the people 
known as Methodists. 

The powers and duties of Class I>eaders are thus 
described^ in the work from which we have already 
quoted : — * In every Class there was a person who 
was styled the " leader," and whose duty it was to see 
"each of the members once a week, and to administer 
advice, reproof, or consolation, as occasion might 
require. It is necessary to observe here, that Wesley 
did not, as has been frequently alleged, direct his 
leaders to institute any inquisitorial enquiry respecting 
their members. They were indeed to enquire into 
their spiritual condition, with the simple purpose of 
assisting them in their endeavours to bring forth the 
fruit of the Spirit, the fruit of good living to God's 
honour and for the benefit of their fellow-men. " The 
question " they had to solve, as he explicitly declared, 
" is not concerning the heart, but the life. And the 
general tenor of this, I do not say cannot be known, 
but cannot be hid without a miracle."*^ In the 
words here attributed to Wesley, it would appear that 
the founder of the body intended to put a consider- 
able restriction upon the interrogations of Class 

* Ibid, vol. i. p. 630. 
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Leaders ; he desired them to examine, not the heart, 
but the life. The following direction, however, given 
at the First Conference authorizes a much wider range 
of enquiry, and probably explains more truly what is 
actually done at Class meetings : ^ Let each leader 
carefully enquire how each soul in his class prospers : 
not only how each person observes the outward rules, 
but how he grows in the knowledge and love of God' 

It does not come within our province to discuss 
the merits or demerits of the Class System as above 
described, except so far as it serves to illustrate our 
own Institution of Godparents for the Confirmed. 
We will therefore now briefly state in what respect 
Class Leaders are unlike our Godparents, and also in 
what sense they appear to exercise similar duties. 

(i) It is clear from the above description of Class 
Leaders that they act, not merely as Godparents', but 
as a great deal more. They are, in fact^ the spiritual 
guides, directors and pastors of those committed to 
their charge. The large and responsible functions 
devolving upon them have caused the whole system 
to be regarded from a very adverse point of view. 
And the answer which has been tendered to such 
criticisms is one which only presents the evil in a more 
aggravated form. Dr. Smith, in his work on Method- 
ism, by Way of palliating the above objection, says, 
* Every person ' in the Class Meeting * speaks of his 
state and feelings in terins as general as he pleases ; 
and it is important to observe that not one class in 
fifty has a Minister for a Leader. The Leaders are 
almost always laymen.* ^ This apology for the system 
contains exactly the pith and marrow of our objection 

* Ibid* vol. i. p. 632. 
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to it as Churchmen. The Leaders are confessedly 
laymen, and yet they perform functions which Church* 
men believe to belong more properly to those who 
have ceased to be laymen. The systems of the 
Church and of Methodism are in this respect very 
dissimilar. In the latter body, it would appear that 
Ministers are only Ministers in the public congrega- 
tion — that is, public speakers appointed only to ex- 
pound and delineate religious truths. But if any of 
the flock shall require comfort or counsel, then a lay- 
man — that is, the Class Leader — is the duly authorised 
person to give it It is even set forth as a feature 
specially to be commended, that the persons who are 
thus engaged in religious intercourse with the people 
are not Ministers, in one case out of fifty. This is not 
the system adopted by the Church of England. The 
Clergy are not ordained with the view of merely 
Exercising their gifts of preaching ; . but, on the 
contrary, they are to be ready to use private as well 
as public monitions and ministrations. Instead of 
being encouraged to delegate high spiritual functions 
to laymen, however judicious or qualified, they are 
bidden themselves to * see that they never cease their 
labour, their care and diligence, until they have done 
all that lieth in them, according to their bounden duty, 
to bring all such as are or shall be committed to their 
charge unto that agreement in the faith and know- 
ledge of God, and to that ripeness and perfectness of 
age in Christ, that there be no place left, either for 
6rror in religion, or for viciousness in life.' ^ And not 
only is this the theoretical idea of the Church of 
England, but also it is the actual practice adopted in 

* Ordination Service. 
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our Parishes. The laity know and feel that the Clergy 
are the true and proper persons upon whom they have 
a claim for pastoral ministrations on week-days, as 
well as for sermons on Sunday. If anyone be known 
to stand in need of a word of exhortation, instruction, 
or correction, it would not anywhere be considered 
that a religious layman had a priority of fitness over 
the Clergyman of the Parish, as would appear to be 
the case under the discipline practised in connection 
with Wesleyan Methodism. 

From what has been said above it is not difficult 
to detect and define the manifest and essential differ- 
ence between Class Leaders and Godparents at Con- 
firmation. Godparents are a link between the Clergy, 
man and the flock. But Class Leaders supersede 
their Ministers, and undertake duties which we be- 
lieve specially and rightly to appertain to those who 
have been authorized and ordained for the sacred 
work of the Ministry. If Godparents at Confirma- 
tion were identical with Class Leaders, it would be 
difficult to shew any advantages in the revival of our 
Institution which would outweigh the serious evils to 
which we should be committed, and from which in 
the Church of England we are now happily free. 

(2) The Class Leaders of Methodists are, how- 
ever, in one sense like our Godparents for the Con- 
firmed — ^viz., so far as they both may form a network 
of supervision over the flock. In this respect the 
Class System of Methodism is said to be a complete 
success. The same good results may be obtained by 
means of our own Institution. The partial resem- 
blance which the two methods bear to each other 
was suggested a few years ago in a letter which 
appeared in one of our Church papers. In giving an 
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account of the work done in a London Parish, under 
the title of * How to Retain the Young/ the correspon- 
dent referred to wrote as follows : — * As a further 
means of keeping our younger members from falling 
away, they are grouped into bands, each band includ- 
ing one of the elder and more experienced members 
of the Societ}', who, under the supervision of the 
Clergy, looks after the spiritual interest of the others. 
So far as possible the head of each band has charge 
of those members for whom he acted as Sponsor * at 
Confirmation (in accordance with the rubric at the 
end of the Catechism). We have found this plan 
most effectual in preventing that falling away of the 
newly Confirmed which is such a discouragement in 
Sunday School work, and its good effects upon the 
Sponsors themselves have not perhaps been less 
apparent So that obedience to a neglected command 
of the Church gives us all the advantages of the 
Methodist Class System.' We have here practical 
testimony as to the benefits to be derived from the 
Institution of the Church now under consideration — 
testimony which the writer of this treatise can confirm 
from his own Parochial experience. If the Clergyman 
of a large Parish is entirely unaided, his efforts must of 
necessity be scattered and feeble. But if he has 
around him a number of officers who will act as so 
many links between himself and the Parishioners at 
large, it is evident that he will be able to go to the right 
person at the right time, and that his labours will be 
thus utilized to the greatest advantage, his attention 
being continually directed to those cases which most 
stand in need of ministerial counsel and advice. 

> The word < Sponsor ' is here used inaccurately for God- 
parent. 
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The Institution of Godparents for the Confirmed 
is therefore free from the peculiar evils, and yet 
ensures all the solid advantages, which attach to the 
Class System amongst Methodists. It can likewise 
boast of a much higher antiquity, since it was devised 
and developed by the Fathers of the Church many 
centuries before Methodism had its birth. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE DISCIPLINE ADOPTED BY THE SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS FOR THE OVERSIGHT OF THE MEMBERS 
OF THAT BODY. 

There is one small sect which has fashioned its own 
doctrine, discipline and mode of worship, without 
consulting in the least degree the existing standards 
of any other Christian body. It was founded by one 
George Fox in the seventeenth century, and is called 
the Society of Friends, its members, however, being 
commonly known as * Quakers.' Since their special 
object appears to have been originality, and a perfect 
independence of all well-known Christian usages, it 
may be of some use for us to examine what particu- 
lar method has been adopted for the oversight of the 
members of the flock. And it will be found that the 
regulations framed by this modem sect bear an un- 
conscious tribute to the ancient discipline of the 
Church. The Class System, as described in the 
previous chapter, it has entirely rejected. And it has 
been guided into the adoption and appointment of 
what appear to be nothing else than Godparents, 
only changing the name from Godparents into Over- 
seers. 

* Friends ' are said to have three orders of persons 
directly engaged in religious work : ist. Ministers to 
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conduct public worship ; 2ndly, Elders — their duty 
being to give spiritual direction, whenever opportunity 
may be afforded; 3rdly, Overseers, who are ap- 
pointed to watch over the individual members of the 
Society. 

It is with the Overseers and their functions that 
we are now concerned. It is customary to have four 
such officers for each congregation of worshippers — 
viz., two men and two women. Their appointment 
is nominally for three years ; but it is generally 
understood to be for life, or until there shall arise 
some cause of resignation. Their duties are thus 
described : — • We especially entreat those appointed 
as Elders and Overseers to be diligent in the discharge 
of their important duties ; that the ignorant may be 
informed, the weak strengthened, the tender encou- 
raged, the scattered sought out, the unwary cautioned, 
the unruly warned. . . . We encourage Elders and 
Overseers to cherish an interest in the spiritual wel- 
fare of all their fellow-members, to exercise a watch- 
ful care and affectionate oversight, and more espe- 
cially to manifest their sympathy with their younger 
friends, in the peculiar circumstances in which some 
of them may be placed. We invite them to be dili- 
gent in warning and counselling the young, in privacy, 
faithfulness, and love ; endeavouring to attract them 
to the paths of vutue and self-denial, and to a living, 
experimental faith in Christ, as their Shepherd, their 
Saviour, and their King.'^ 

All the members of the Society are exhorted to 
assist the Overseers in their work, in the foUomng 



* Christian Doctrine^ Practice and Discipline^ published by 
Friends* Book Depository, pp. 187, 192. 
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terms : — * We greatly desire the increase of true Over- 
seers amongst us, under whate\er name they may 
stand in the Church. We exhort Ministers, Elders, 
and Overseers, to take the oversight of the flock, not 
by constraint, but willingly, and of a ready mind. . . . 
We earnestly desire that every appearance of good 
may be cherished ; that counsel and encouragement 
may be extended to the young and inexperienced, and 
a parental care exercised over those who appear to be 
in danger of wandering from the fold of Christ. May 
the body be thus edified in love, and the fellowship of 
the Gospel increased amongst us.' ' 

The above passages are taken from the ' Christian 
Doctrine, Practice and Discipline of the Religious 
Society of Friends,' being extracts from the ' Minutes 
and Epistles of the Yearly Meeting ; * and they set 
before us in a clear light the great importance which 
is attached, in that body, to the due and constant 
oversight of the flock. 

What bearing, then, has their discipline upon the 
Institution of Godparents for the Confirmed ? At the 
commencement of this chapter, we said that this 
office of Overseer was simply our own Confirmation 
Godparent under another name. And is there any- 
thing in the authorized explanations and exhortations 
above quoted, which might not be used, with the 
most perfect propriety, concerning this Institution of 
the Church? And this identity is a remarkable fact. 
Many Dissenters reject the idea of a Godparent, from 
a scruple which they profess to have of making one 
person responsible for the instruction and guid- 
ance of another. And yet here there is a body which 

* Ibid, p. 189. 
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has gone beyond all others in breaking down external 
rules and observances, but which, nevertheless, has 
not discarded the time-honoured practice of the 
Church, in making it the duty of one Christian to give 
counsel to another in the things which pertain to our 
eternal welfare. This may be regarded as a strong 
proof that the office of Godparent at Confirmation is 
not an arbitrary Ecclesiastical arrangement, but that 
it has sound reason for its foundation. When we find 
that those outside the pale of the Church have drifted 
into it unconsciously, under the shelter of a new 
name, the inference may be fairly drawn that this 
ancient Institution was originally designed and 
gradually developed in the Church because there was 
recognised in it a protection for the fiailty of youth, 
and a satisfaction of our spiritual requirements. The 
Society of Friends, as well as Methodists, have 
endeavoured to devise new and better plans for the 
religious oversight of God's people, but their schemes 
only prove how unnecessary it is to depart fi:om the 
old paths. If the system provided and authorized by 
the Church be only fairly and fully tried, it will be 
found to be full of virtue, and efficacious for doing in 
the world a good and lasting work for God. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

GODPARENTS AT CONFIRMATION : — PRACTICAL ADVAN- 
TAGES TO BE DERIVED FROM THE OBSERVANCE 
OF THIS RULE OF THE CHURCH. 

It is said to be the pride of our age and country to be 
practical. And in this respect the Institution which 
we have been considering ought to be regarded with 
special favour. 

The weak point in the Parochial organization of 
the Church of England is the lack of agencies by 
which direct influence may be brought to bear upon 
individual Parishioners. The words of Canon Liddon 
on this matter are well worthy of consideration. In a 
letter deprecating the destruction of small Parishes, he 
observes *that the real work of the Ministers of 
Christ lies in building up the Christian life in single 
souls : surely, under any circumstances, a very difficult 
work, and more easily to be carried out in a small 
Parish than in a large one I Instead of this, the 
modern ideal is that of a very diluted influence for 
good of some kind, exerted, through public addresses 
and similar means, over large masses of people. This 
ideal is really, as I believe, a social rather than a 
properly religious one \ but it is in harmony with the 
temper, and it satisfies the public conscience, of our 
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age/ ^ But this duty of reaching individual souls in 
Parishes containing several thousand persons is 
universally found to be a matter of almost super- 
human difficulty. If any Clergyman attempts to com- 
pass such a work by means of his own unaided efforts, 
he will be in danger of continually relaxing his zeal 
through the force of manifold discouragements, and 
of finally abandoning altogether what will appear to 
be an impossible task. All who have tried to acquit 
themselves of their obligations in this matter have, 
with one consent, admitted the imperative necessity 
of calling in a faithful band of lay- helpers. 

What organizations, then, do we possess, by which 
we can bring the laity into active co-operation with 
the Clergy in spiritual matters ? Formerly, Sunday 
Schools appeared to be the only means which afforded 
this opportunity. Earnest workers were all alike 
invited to take a class on Sunday, as the only possible 
way in which they could perform a personal service 
for Christ and His Church. But many were found to 
have no gift or inclination for giving religious instruc- 
tion. And although they might possess talents of a 
different order, yet, as there was no other channel for 
Church work, it was impossible to take advantage of 
their services. Of late, however, an endeavour has 
been made, through District Visitors, and Guilds and 
Societies of various kinds, to utilize many labourers in 
the vineyard whose proffered aid would at one time 
have been considered unavailable. And it is evident 
that every additional agency which assists the Clergy 
in exercising a more complete oversight of the flock 

' Letter addressed to Rev. J. Ingle, on the Union of 
Benefices Bill, 1876. ; 
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must tend to enlarge the borders of the Church, to 
increase her influence, and to permeate our Parishes 
with the wholesome restraints and the blessed fruits 
of our holy religion. 

The object of this treatise is to draw attention to 
an Institution of the Church which hitherto has been 
much overlooked, and which the writer believes would 
supply a very important link between Clergy and 
people, and, in particular, one which would bring to 
bear upon younger Communicants that loving care 
and constant superintendence of which they are 
often found to stand in need. Amongst the many 
practical advantages to be derived from the appoint- 
ment of a new Godparent at Confirmation, the follow- 
ing may be named : — 

(i) By means of such Godparents the Clergy 
might keep up a direct acquaintance with the progress 
and welfare in after-life of all brought under their 
supervision and instruction in successive Confirmation 
classes. Without some such aid, the Confirmed may 
pass away and be forgotten; they may treat lightly 
their yows and obligations, and may stop short 
altogether their religious career, without any voice of 
remonstrance ever reaching their ears. Ofttimes the 
Clergyman only discovers such defection when the 
enemies of our salvation have already gained the 
victory ; whereas, if he had had a trusty person 
charged with the duty of directing his attention to the 
wandering sheep, the evil might, perchance, have 
been averted. Far easier is it to keep a soul stedfast 
in the way of the Lord, than to reclaim one which 
has been turned aside into the paths of sin. It may 
be said, however, that anyone might speak a word in 
season to an erring child, or, at all events, might ask 

G 
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the Clergjonan to do so, without being specially 
appointed as a Godparent. But those who have had 
dealings with young persons growing up to manhood 
and womanhood, know the difficulty of exercising 
over them any influence or control, unless there be 
some authority possessed which will be recognised 
and respected. In the Northern districts of England 
this is a difficulty of special magnitude, owing, no 
doubt, to the early age at which wages can be earned 
and independence asserted But if the relationship 
now under consideration were called into existence, 
there would be for each child Confirmed one con- 
fidential friend whose acknowledged duty it would be 
to question and examine his conduct, and yet the 
freedom thus used would be regarded as a favour 
rather than as an affi'ont. If such a result should be 
obtained, no one can doubt but that this appointment 
of a Godparent at Confirmation would be accompanied 
with the highest degree of benefit. Those who 
quickly turn aside into wrong paths might be induced 
to retrace their steps, before they have had the chance 
of wandering far from the fold ; and even as to others 
whose conduct is in all respects satisfactory, it would 
be a means of gently calling to remembrance, and thus 
of sustaining and deepening, the religious impressions 
and good resolutions made at Confirmation. 

(2) Again, Godparents might watch over those 
committed to their care, if occasion so required, with 
respect to the special dangers of youth. Serious 
temptations then first begin to come in the pathway 
of life, temptations which, if yielded to, may be the 
cause of an enfeebled body and mind, and may make 
the poor tempted child to realise in after-years the 
judgment of Divine Providence, and to say, *Thou 
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makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth/ 
What an inestimable blessing we should confer upon 
the young, if, while the heart is yet tender and the 
mind comparatively pure, we could cast around their 
footsteps a loving and faithful supervision. We might 
save the conscience from being blunted ; the intellect 
from being overclouded ; the soul from being en- 
chained ; the character from being degraded ; and 
happiness from being forfeited : all of which evils 
inevitably await those who fall into early habits of sin 
and self-indulgence. 

(3) These Godparents might also render very 
material aid in bringing the young to Holy Commu- 
nion. Confirmation is now generally regarded as a 
necessary part of a religious training, and therefore 
the due preparation for it is willingly undertaken ; 
but doubts and objections are allowed to arise as to 
necessity of becoming regular Communicants. There 
is good reason for believing that better results might 
be obtained, if each of the Confirmed had an older 
person set over him, whose personal example was a 
living commentary on the precepts and instructions of 
the Clergy. Example has always this advantage over 
precept, that it shows the possibility of imitation. If 
a youth could be thus addressed by his Godfather, * I 
am intending to receive the Holy Communion on 
such a day, and I should be glad if you would join 
me,' the very invitation would, of itself, be a strong 
argument sufficient to meet and overcome many 
objections. The young soldier of Christ would per- 
ceive that there were others, circumstanced like him- 
self, surrounded by like temptations and hindrances, 
who nevertheless were truly and devoutly disposed 
to keep the commandment of the Lord With such 
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persuasions, and with such companionship in well- 
doing, shyness and backwardness would be overcome, 
and courage and confidence would be gained in walk- 
ing stedfastly in the ways of God 

(4) And it is not only with respect to directly 
religious influence that Godparents appointed at Con- 
firmation would be of service. There are many 
important epochs and occasions of life in which those 
who have had much experience can advise and assist 
others who have had but little. The Godparents 
would be in a position to form a judgment as to who 
would be likely to prove suitable companions, and 
might be the means of bringing such together ; they 
might be of service when a choice of occupation had 
to be made ; they could give seasonable warning as 
to the new dangers to be encountered on commencing 
apprenticeship ; and they might watch over their God- 
children with a kindly interest when on the eve of 
making alliances in marriage. On all such occasions 
of difficulty, as well as in all times of anxiety and trouble, 
each of the Confirmed would have at least one person, 
in addition to Parents and Clergy, to whom he could 
betake himself for advice and sympathy. 

(5) And the spiritual advantages of this Institu- 
tion of Godparents at Confirmation would be per- 
ceived, not only in the better oversight of the Con- 
firmed, but also with lespect to the Godparents them- 
selves. If the elder and more earnest Communicants 
in each Parish could be induced to come forward and 
undertake this responsibility, the members of the 
Church would, by degrees, be knitted together in the 
bonds of mutual interest and affection. And when 
Church people thus began, more than hitherto, to 
perform some active service on behalf of those around 
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them, they would overcome that selfish habit of isola- 
tion from their brethren which now too often charac- 
terizes their religion, and would learn some of the 
practical obligations which flow from the Communion 
of Saints. This Institution would therefore contribute 
to the advancement in the spiritual life of the whole 
body of the Church ; both old and young alike would 
be reminded of their need of the help and grace of 
God to enable them to keep their vows and to walk 
unblameably before Him. 

The duties, then, of Godparents appointed at Con- 
firmation, consist in aiding the Clergy in the important 
work of watching over the spiritual welfare of those 
who have been instructed and presented for that rite. 
And the instances will be few indeed, in which they 
will not be able, on one occasion or other, to use 
their office to some good purpose. The opportunities 
of doing so which have been above enumerated, 
suggest the following niles as to the work which may 
be rightly undertaken by such Godparents : 

1. To act generally as coadjutors of the Clergy in 
the oversight of the Confirmed: visiting them at 
their homes, and speaking to them, when required, a 
word of encouragement or counsel. 

2. To induce them, by precept and example, to 
keep up a regular attendance at the Holy Commu- 
nion. 

3. To take an interest in their temporal concerns, 
giving them friendly advice or assistance, as far as 
opportunity may be afforded 

One further point remains to be noticed. This 
part of the Church's system is good in theory, it may 
be said, but having fallen into disuse, can it now be 
resuscitated, so as to become a practical and useful 
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organisation : in other words, is it possible to provide 
a Godparent for each candidate presented for Confir- 
mation, as required by the Rubric and Canon of the 
Church? So far from there being any difficulty in 
the way, it will be found that nothing, in reality, calls 
forth so general a parochial interest in the ministration 
of the rite of Confirmation, as the choice and appoint- 
ment of these Godparents. The following suggestions, 
however, may be of use to those Parish Priests who, 
for the first time, are intending to avail themselves of 
this ancient provision of the Church. 

Where Sunday Schools are large and flourishing, 
suitable Godparents may always be selected fi:om the 
staff of teachers ; but it is not well to limit the choice 
to that body, there being many persons who have no 
inclination for work in the Sunday School, and 
perhaps have no gift for it, but who nevertheless are 
well qualified to advise young people. In every 
Parish there are many devout members of the Church 
who would be thankful for such an opportunity of 
exercising their Christian sympathy as is afforded by 
this Institution. It will be necessary for the Clergy- 
man to have an interview with the persons whose 
services he is desirous of enlisting, so that he may 
explain the duties to be performed, and also ascertain 
for how many candidates they may, respectively, be 
willing to undertake the office. Some will not wish 
to have charge of more than five or six ; but others 
who have more leisure may with advantage be en- 
trusted with the oversight of ten or twelve. Suppose, 
then, that there be fifty candidates to be presented to 
the Bishop, twenty -five of each sex, the number of 
Godparents to be provided will be three or four 
Godfathers for the boys, and as many Godmothers for 
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the girls. In the next place the Clergyman will have 
to explain the Institution to the Candidates assembled 
in class, making known to them, at the same time, the 
names of those who are willing to form with them 
this new relationship. At a subsequent meeting, they 
may be allowed to choose from the list, in turn, 
each one his own particular Godparent. A few of the 
candidates may wish to have one from their own 
immediate friends, and to this there can be no objec- 
tion ; but as a rule it will be found that they prefer 
to range themselves under the selected Godparents. 
The duties of the Godparents do not properly 
commence until the Confirmation has taken place, but 
there is great advantage in having them appointed 
some time previously, as they may be useful in 
preventing laxity of attendance at the Confirmation 
Class on the part of the candidates, and also may 
supply any special elementary teaching required in 
the case of the more ignorant. 

Such is an outline of the method by which these 
Godparents may be provided in any Parish. No 
one need be in any doubt as to the feasibility of thus 
putting the Institution into practice, for, when rightly 
understood, it is one which commends itself to general 
favour. The elder communicants find in it an accept- 
able work for God and His Church, while the younger 
ones derive sympathy and support at a time when 
they specially need such aid And the Clerg)mian, 
again, obtains a new band of helpers in the Parish, by 
whose assistance he can retain a firmer hold upon his 
young people, and keep them under closer obser- 
vation. 

At every Confirmation the Church attracts to her- 
self an earnest band of youthful adherents ; and she 
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stamps upon the candidates an indelible mark, by 
which she claims them ever afterwards for her own. 
In that holy rite the Church also enters into an 
implicit obligation to feed and nourish, with foster- 
ing care, the lambs whom she has thus gathered into 
her fold. But this work is of so great magnitude as 
to be beyond the utmost power of the Clergy, how- 
ever zealous and constant in their labours. Assistance 
must be therefore sought from the faithful laity. 
Those who have proved themselves to be *good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God ' must have an 
opportunity afforded to them of ministering the same 
to others who are only starting in the Christian race. 
And on this humble attempt to further so great an 
end, by reviving an interest in an ancient Institution 
of the Church of Christ, the Author implores the 
blessing of Almighty God, and prays that it may be 
made effectual, in some degree, however small, for 
the advancement of His glory and the edification of 
His Church. 



U>NI>ON : PRINTRD BV 

j rO T l lSWOOPH AND CX>., NBW-STRBET SQUAKB 

AND PARLIAMENT STREET 



